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Chumash administrator appointed to child-welfare taskforce
May 26, 2015 9:26 am  •  Staff Report
[image: 052815 Veronica Sandoval]A top administrator for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation has been appointed to a county task force assembled to address the needs of at-risk children.
Veronica Sandoval, a tribal descendant, is one of five selected to participate in Santa Barbara County’s Child Welfare Safety Net Task Force, formed by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in April.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“In my experience as a foster/adoptive parent, and through my work commitments and involvement in the community, I have become increasingly aware of the high number of foster youth in our county,” Sandoval said. “Joining this task force is a chance to make sure our community’s foster kids are provided with as many opportunities and resources as possible.”
Members are tasked with assessing the overall system of public and community-based child welfare services addressing the needs of children at risk of becoming dependents of the court.
There are more than 500 children in the foster care system, and about one-third of them are younger than five years old, according to the county website.
The task force will report their findings to the Board of Supervisors in nine to 12 months.
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