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Chumash volunteers assist at LA's Junior Blind Olympics
May 14, 2015 3:47 pm  •  Staff Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]A group of tribal members, descendants and employees headed to Los Angeles this month to help organize and support athletes at the Junior Blind Olympics.
[image: 050215 Junior Blind Olympics]The annual event, which is sponsored by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, provides the opportunities for blind, visually impaired, or multi-disabled youth to take part in activities including tandem cycling, archery, and the 50-yard dash.
Team Chumash, a program developed by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation, sent 19 volunteers to help set up events and assist athletes. It is the seventh year the group has sponsored and sent volunteers to the event.
“Junior Blind of America is a great organization that makes a real difference in the lives of children and young adults who are visually impaired,” said Vincent Armenta, Chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. “We’re proud to sponsor the Junior Blind Olympics. It’s the event our volunteers look forward to attending every year.”
Athletes compete for gold, silver and bronze medals in 11 separate sports. This year, kayaking and obstacle courses were added. 
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