[image: ]
County approves fire services agreement with Chumash
May 12, 2015  •  Ryah Cooley rcooley@leecentralcoastnews.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved an updated agreement with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to increase fire services around the reservation at its Tuesday meeting.
[image: SBC Fire ladder truck 11 01.JPG]Since 2002, Santa Barbara County and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians have operated under an agreement to provide fire services in the county and, particularly, in the Santa Ynez Valley with the tribe funding a county firefighter paramedic position at Station 32 in Santa Ynez. The position is filled by three employees working 24-hours shifts, which has allowed that job to be staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
The new agreement adds an additional tribe-funded county firefighter paramedic position at Station 30 in Solvang, starting in April 2016. The tribe also will fund, on a one-time basis, a $1.6 million fully-equipped aerial ladder truck. The annual cost to staff the two firefighter paramedic positions filled by six full-time employees is about $1.1 million.
Solvang City Councilwoman Joan Jamieson said that she was in support of the new agreement.
“As a city, we have always appreciated the hundreds of thousands of dollars received from the tribe to mitigate situations created by the casino,” Jamieson said. “We really need the additional help.”
Tribal Chariman Vincent Armenta said that he was pleased to hear positive feedback on the agreement.
“To be able to provide another paramedic position is a great asset, not just to the tribe but to the community,” Armenta said.
However, 4th District Supervisor Peter Adam said this agreement, and all future agreements, should account for maintenance costs.
“Somebody got the better of us this time, but it won’t happen again,” Adam said. 
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