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Letters: We are Chumash and we are proud
Grace Romero Pacheco, Santa Ynez
March 3, 2015 12:02 AM
I am on the Elders' Board for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, and I read the Santa Barbara News-Press daily. Why does Santa Barbara County Supervisor Peter Adam feel the way he does about the Chumash Native Americans? Hasn't he read the history books? Doesn't he know people tried to annihilate us?
I know he isn't the only one who wishes the Chumash would disappear. Another writer wrote something about fee-to-trust, that everyone should play by the same rules. The Chumash don't claim to own the land. We and our ancestors were keepers of the land. Now we have to purchase property for our tribe and our future.
We have offered to negotiate with Santa Barbara County and pay $1 million a year for 10 years, but that was turned down. We also contribute to the surrounding communities, like Santa Barbara and Lompoc, and we support different events in these areas. And we are building a museum so it can benefit all the community.
Sorry to burst Peter Adam's bubble, but we are here to stay.
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