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Tribal government paves path to success
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Contemporary tribal governments like ours are modeled on the federal system, organized democratically with an elected leadership.
Our tribal government is recognized by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, and our government leaders have the authority to speak and act for the tribe as a whole, and to represent our tribe in negotiations with federal, state and local governments.
In the recent tribal election for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians’ government leaders, two were re-elected to another term, two made a decision to move on, and two new tribal leaders were elected to the vacated positions.
I would like to thank Richard Gomez and David Dominguez for their decades of dedication serving their tribe. Both decided to retire from their tribal government careers after spending considerable time working diligently to move the tribe forward.
David served as tribal chairman during the birth and infancy of tribal gaming. He was faced with many choices on how to steer our tribe in the right direction. Clearly, he made the right decisions and put our tribe on the path to economic self-sufficiency.
Richard had served on a variety of tribal committees before joining the tribe’s Business Committee. He was instrumental in starting our Education Department back in the 1990s, and has watched it grow into the successful department it is today under the leadership of tribal descendant Dr. Niki Sandoval. He brought his heart and soul to every task he approached as a tribal government leader.
Both David and Richard have helped shape the tribe into the successful government it is today. I’m honored and proud to have served with them for the past decade, and I wish them well as they venture into a world outside of tribal politics.
I would like to congratulate Kenneth Kahn and Gary Pace, who were both re-elected to serve another two-year term. Their re-election demonstrates our tribe’s confidence with the job they have accomplished and their future performance as tribal leaders.
Kenneth will be taking on the role of vice chairman, and Gary will be assuming the role of secretary/treasurer.
I also offer congratulations and welcome to two tribal leaders — Maxine Littlejohn and Mike Lopez — who were elected by tribal majority into the vacated positions.
Although they are the newest members of the Business Committee, neither is new to tribal governance. Both have served on various committees, most recently the tribe’s Gaming Committee, also known as the Gaming Commission.
The Santa Ynez Gaming Commission is a separate arm of our tribal government. Its members are responsible for ensuring that operations are in compliance with the appropriate gaming regulations. The Chumash Casino Resort follows regulations set forth by the National Indian Gaming Commission, state of California and Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
Mike was chairman of the Gaming Commission and brings a wealth of experience to his role as a member of the Business Committee. Maxine has served on both the Gaming Commission and Business Committee, and will bring a seasoned perspective to her role.
I am honored to be re-elected and serve my tribe as chairman, as I’ve done for more than 15 years. I ran unopposed in this election and am grateful to my fellow tribal members for having the confidence in my ability to lead our tribe to continued success.
I look forward to continuing to work with Kenneth and Gary, as I’ve done for the past decade, and to begin working with the two newest Business Committee members, Maxine and Mike, to meet the challenges of the future.
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