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Solvang politicians distance themselves from ambassador's remarks
March 11, 2015  •  Harold Pierce hpierce@leecentralcoastnews.com
Some Solvang City Council members last week distanced themselves from comments Peter Taksoe-Jensen, the Danish Ambassador to the U.S., made recently regarding Indian casinos taking over “the Danishness of Solvang."
The comments came March 3 during the ribbon cutting at The Copenhagen House, an anticipated Danish design center in the town’s village center.
“It went fairly well until he [Taksoe-Jensen] made some comments about the casino moving into town, which ended up in the press,” Councilman Hans Duus said during Monday’s city council meeting.
When developers unveiled the building’s centerpiece, a hand-carved statue of the mythological sleeping soldier Holger Danske, fabled to wake if Danish culture is threatened, Taksoe-Jensen said that he was sure “he will wake up someday if some Indian casino or some other stuff tries to take over the Danishness of Solvang. He will guard that.”
Duus said that he “cringed” when he heard the ambassador’s comments, noting that the city has been working hard to develop a relationship with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
"I really fully expected there would be some repercussions," Duus said.
Solvang is the only government entity that has a formal ongoing relationship with the tribe through its ad hoc committee, made up of Duus and Mayor Jim Richardson.
“It’s such a hot button topic in the Valley here, and so the tribe is very sensitive to a lot of things. We’ve made strides, but over the years Solvang has not always had a great relationship with the tribe,” Duus said. “We’ve worked hard to develop a good relationship, a trusting relationship and even though it was an ambassador from a foreign country making it (the remark), it was made in Solvang.”
Despite politician's concern, tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said Tuesday the comment would not damage relations.
"No matter how well intentioned, it is unfortunate that someone in his position [Taksoe-Jensen] would make such an easily misunderstood and potentially inflammatory comment. Still, we will not allow one person’s disparaging remarks about the tribe to impact our good relations with our neighbor," Armenta said.
Councilwoman Joan Jamieson said that while she didn't agree with what the Taksoe-Jensen said, she defended the spirit of the ambassador's remarks, which were perceived by some at the ribbon cutting ceremony as a joke. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“If you had been there, there was levity to what he said. He wasn’t being cruel …  he didn’t mean it in a hostile tone,” Jamieson said. “I don’t think he understood the ramifications of what he was saying.”
The City of Solvang has had a tumultuous relationship with the tribe over the past 15 years, but is now the only governing entity acknowledging the tribe as a sovereign nation, Jamieson said. 
"I would hope that we have built enough respect for one another that something like this, coming from some place else, would not damage all the good work we've done in the last few years," Jamieson said. 
The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has purchased former Danish properties in Solvang, including the Scandinavian Inn, now Hotel Corque, Root 246 restaurant and the Hadsten House in 2012, which for years was Dannebrog Inn.
Some tribal opponents worried that the properties being purchased in Solvang would be annexed into the tribe’s reservation. None of those properties, however, have been taken into federal trust.
"They've followed the rules when it comes to those establishments. They went through the same process as everybody else ... I just don't understand why there's so much animosity," Jamieson said. 
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