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Chumash chairman explains tribe's housing needs
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The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, whose ancestors have called portions of the Central Coast home for hundreds of years, is looking to expand its territory to address housing problems that residents have been experiencing for years.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2384510.jpeg]"I think the whole idea of the reservation system, when it was originated, was to allow tribes to live under a tribal government setting," said tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta as his Ford SUV wove through the reservation during a tour Wednesday afternoon.
Chumash housing needs gained increased attention in recent weeks when Mr. Armenta and Santa Barbara County Executive Officer Mona Miyasato attended a Congressional hearing June 17 regarding a proposed federal bill that would allow the tribe to annex nearly 1,400 acres of land two miles from its reservation through a federal trust.
Though Ms. Miyasato acknowledged the tribe's housing needs at the hearing, she said the county is concerned annexation could lead to a loss of tax revenue, conflicts with local land use regulations and negative agricultural impacts.
But Mr. Armenta said the tribe's housing is "insufficient" and the additional land, known as Camp 4, would provide the tribe with the space it needs to properly house its members, many of whom are living with several generations of family members under one roof.
The tribe wants to build 143 single-family homes on the property, which it already owns.
The Chumash reservation occupies 130 acres in the Santa Ynez Valley and much of it lies on a sloping hillside or creek bed, hindering any further housing development.
Of the 99 homes on the reservation, more than 20 are occupied by multiple generations and about half are occupied by tribal elders, according to tribe spokesman Mike Traphagen.
During the tour, Mr. Armenta pointed out a number of lots that contain two or three homes, with narrow roads and tight culs-de-sac leading to them.
"Why should we be forced to live like this in order to provide housing to the membership?" Mr. Armenta said.
The majority of the homes on the reservation are modular and were constructed in the late 1970s and early 1980s under Housing and Urban Development and All Mission Indian Housing Authority.
While the homes appear well-kept and stable from the outside, Mr. Armenta said most of them rely on technology put in place more than 30 years ago.
"In the 1980s, the technology wasn't what it is today," he said.
One of Mr. Armenta's biggest concerns, and something he called attention to multiple times during the tour, is the reservation's restricted road system, which would not be able to accommodate fire trucks in the case of an emergency.
That problem, he said, is even more significant when considering the large number of tribal members who are elderly.
"It's a really big issue and people think 'Oh, they can get in there,' " he said. "It's one thing to think it, it's another thing to actually be here and live it. I've seen emergency vehicles try to get into the neighborhoods of the reservation and they have an extreme amount of difficulty doing it.
"The whole entire road system on the reservation is inadequate for emergency vehicles and really ingress and egress."
Once the tribe adds Camp 4 to its reservation, Mr. Armenta said people living on the reservation will remain there and the tribal government will "absolutely address" the infrastructure issues with road improvements. A provision in the federal bill to annex Camp 4 prohibits the Chumash from using the land for casino gaming.
At this point, Mr. Armenta said the question is not if the Chumash will annex Camp 4, but when and how.
If the House bill become law, it would expedite the land trust process, allowing the tribe to bypass the alternative administration process through the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The latter process would provide an opportunity for county residents to voice their opposition to the trust and appeal it in court if they wished.
Congress has not taken any action yet regarding the bill and county staff is waiting to hear about an appeal it filed in January to prevent the tribe from annexing the land. Ms. Miyasato said the county is willing to further discuss the issue with the Chumash.
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