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Team Chumash fosters volunteer spirit
June 16, 2015 * Commentary by Kenneth Kahn
As far back as I can remember, members of our tribe — the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians — spent a significant amount of time volunteering in the Santa Ynez Valley community.
Today, that spirit of volunteerism lives on with Team Chumash, a group of volunteers organized through our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation.
Since the launch of Team Chumash earlier this year, the Foundation has recruited more than 150 volunteers, and that number continues to grow each week. In addition to participating in Team Chumash-hosted events, our volunteers also actively volunteer in the community, independent of Team Chumash.
Comprised of tribal members, descendants, employees and their families, management and local residents, Team Chumash is all about community members helping community members.
So far this year, Team Chumash has participated in four events — the UCSB men’s and women’s basketball games, Special Olympics Polar Plunge and Junior Blind Olympics.
Team Chumash members will also volunteer at the Chumash Charity Golf Classic this summer, a tournament where the proceeds go to deserving local charities. Last year, we raised the largest amount in our tournament’s history, $150,000, bringing the total amount raised through our tournament over the past decade to $1 million.
In June, the Foundation sponsored the 5th Annual FCA All-Star Football Classic at Santa Ynez High School. Top North County and South Coast high school football players are matched in an exciting game that raises funds for local high school athletic programs.
Our tribe has always been a generous contributor to the community since the beginning. Our ancestors even had a word for it — amuyich — which means generosity in Samala, our tribe’s native language.
In the days before our successful business enterprises, our tribal members gave what they could to local charities.
Over the years, as our entrepreneurialism took flight, our tribe has played a significant role in the philanthropic arena, donating millions of dollars to a wide variety of non-profit organizations through our Foundation.
Our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation is organized on a basic principle — to build partnerships in the community and work collaboratively to make the community a better place to live and work.
Through our Foundation, we have donated more than $19 million to hundreds of groups, organizations and schools in the community and across the nation as part of the tribe’s long-standing tradition of giving.
In addition, we have been heavily involved in providing volunteers for a number of non-profit organization projects. The establishment of Team Chumash earlier this year was a formalization and expansion of what we have done for years — lending our time to volunteer in the community.
Now, with Team Chumash, we can provide additional volunteer support to more community nonprofit organizations.
It is very rewarding to help make the Santa Ynez Valley the wonderful community it is.
Kenneth Kahn is the vice chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
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