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Chumash finalize 350-acre land purchase adjacent to Camp 4
July 24, 2015  •  Harold Pierce hpierce@leecentralcoastnews.com
The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has finalized the purchase of 350 acres of property adjacent to Camp 4 extending from Meadowvale Avenue to Highway 154 in the Santa Ynez Valley, tribal leaders confirmed Friday.
[image: 072415 Chumash Purchase]Tribal leaders would not disclose the amount paid for the property, but said the deal has been in the works for more than a decade and escrow closed in June. 
“I’ve actually been trying for probably over 10 years to purchase this piece of land,” Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said. “The owner lived out of the country and it took us this long to get in contact and negotiate with him.”
No plans have been made regarding the use of the land and no ideas are being discussed, Armenta said. 
“That’s a decision made by the General Counsel. It’s not my decision – it’s the tribe’s decision. There are zero ideas being kicked around at this time,” Armenta said.
The land is part of the tribe’s ancestral land, he said, explaining the purchase.
“It’s always been important to us,” he added.
Annexing the property into the reservation through a federal fee-to-trust process, removing it from county tax rolls and local oversight, has not been discussed, Armenta said.
Purchasing land throughout the Santa Ynez Valley is part of the tribe's ongoing business strategy.
“The tribe continues to look at opportunities to purchase land and or businesses for different reasons whether as investments or just to hold them,” Armenta said. 
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