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Letters : Opinion: Proud to be Chumash
Vincent Armenta
January 4, 2015 2:37 AM
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Dec. 15 letter to the editor, "Nothing to be ashamed of," gave me reason to pause and think about how some people will see negativity in even the most positive situations. And when it comes to our tribe, some people will see negativity in every situation.
Like many people who write angry letters, the Santa Ynez letter writer had all her facts wrong. But that didn't stop her from ranting about nonsense.
One paragraph in particular stood out:
"The Chumash are not correcting a wrong. They have greedy leaders who take advantage because they have the status of a sovereign nation and feel they will do whatever the heck they want — without any concern for the whole or for the crime and traffic that has increased in the valley. They do not care how that affects the people."
Let's start with her name-calling. Greedy leaders? Hardly. Our leadership team works diligently on behalf of our entire tribe and our results have been effective: better health care, more educational benefits and a significant improvement in the overall quality of life for our tribal members — more so than ever before in the history of our tribe.
Next, she said that being a sovereign nation gives tribes the ability to "feel they will do whatever the heck they want." Again, wrong. The conceptual definition of sovereignty is "supreme power or authority" but the reality of tribal sovereignty is different. Although sovereignty provides tribes the authority to govern themselves, tribes can't do so without oversight of the federal government. Native American tribes are not granted full sovereignty equivalent to that of foreign nations — tribes are considered "domestic dependent nations" to the federal government.
Contrary to what the letter writer believes, tribes do not feel like they can do whatever the heck they want, nor can they even if they wanted to.
Also, like many others who are uninformed about matters concerning our tribe, the Santa Ynez letter writer incorrectly attributed increased crime and traffic in the valley to our tribe. I hate to be the bearer of bad news to this individual who so clearly thrives on trashing the tribe, but law enforcement and transportation studies have shown that our tribe is not, in fact, to be blamed for increased crime and traffic.
Throughout her letter, the writer suggests the worst about our tribe. But the reality of our situation is that 64 percent of California voters passed a proposition in 2000 that provided California tribes with a tremendous opportunity. Our tribe has taken that opportunity and transformed it into creating business enterprises that have allowed us to take solid steps toward becoming self-sufficient and building a solid foundation for our future generations.
We have utilized proceeds from our business enterprises to purchase land, provide health care and education benefits to our tribal members and their families, and we have shared our good fortune with the Santa Ynez Valley community through donations to local charities and schools.
We are doing exactly what the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act intended. Rather than be ashamed, as the letter writer suggested, everyone involved should be proud. And we are very proud.
The author is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
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