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Assemblyman demands apology for tribal sovereignty comments
January 27, 2015  •  Harold Pierce hpierce@leecentralcoastnews.com
A California state assemblyman is chastising 4th District Santa Barbara County Supervisor Peter Adam for comments he made recently regarding Native American tribal sovereignty, and calling for an apology. 
[image: http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/syvnews.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/4/65/46544d74-5c80-5409-9794-568ac1deaa77/54c82be9bf889.preview-300.jpg]In a letter sent to Adam Monday, 30th District Assemblyman Luis Alejo (D-Salinas), who chairs the state Latino Legislative Caucus and has been active in tribal advocacy, said that he was “disappointed” by comments Adam made in a Jan. 17 article published by Lee Central Coast Newspapers.
In the article, Adam said he was “not sure [he] supports tribal sovereignty” and called for an end to the expansion of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians' land holdings.
“It is unbelievable that such statements would be made in any context, but I am especially disappointed to see them come from an elected official,” Alejo wrote.
When asked about the letter, Adam called Alejo a “carpetbagger” whose district does not have a reservation or casino and whose constituents will not be affected by the tribe’s expansion.
“I do not appreciate interventions from the cheap seats. Frankly, it is a disturbing trend that these otherwise uninterested carpetbaggers from outside our area want to come here to give their opinions and peddle their influence on those of us who will suffer the brunt of their suggested policies,” Adam wrote.
Adam drew fire from Chumash tribal leaders earlier this month for suggesting during a county Board of Supervisors meeting that the reservation system should be revisited.
Adam spoke in connection with the fee-to-trust process, which allows sovereign tribal nations to take property into federal trust and omit it from county tax rolls.
The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is in the process of taking 1,433 acres of land in the Santa Ynez Valley into federal trust with plans to develop homes, vineyards and tribal government buildings on the property.
Adam said in the Jan. 17 article that because there is no limitation to how much land tribal nations can annex through the fee-to-trust process, that further Chumash expansion should be “off the table.”
In his letter, Alejo urged Adam to apologize for the remarks.
“The ugly truth is that Native people were placed on reservations that look nothing like their original homelands … As for the tribal sovereignty, I could not be more appalled by your statements,” Alejo wrote.
Adam’s remarks came to Alejo’s attention through one of his tribal connections and he said he felt it was “his duty to respond,” said Tyler Blackney, one of Alejo’s staff members.
Alejo has been a staunch supporter of Native American rights throughout his legislative career, stating in the past that tribal leaders need a “stronger legislative voice” in Sacramento. In December, he introduced a bill seeking to ban the “Redskin” mascot in California high schools, and in 2013 authored a resolution declaring September Native American Heritage Month.
The Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians Tribal Government Operations contributed $6,800 to Alejo’s 2010 state assembly run. 
Santa Barbara County Third District Supervisor Doreen Farr, who represents the Santa Ynez Valley, is maintaining her distance from Adam’s comments, stating that while she opposes further Chumash expansion, she has never questioned the tribe’s sovereign status.
“I certainly have a great appreciation and understanding for the difficulty the Native American tribes, including the Chumash, have had and respect their culture and institutions,” Farr said. 
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