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The stories that shaped Santa Barbara in 2014
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Watching a car barreling down Highway 101 with a Christmas wreath attached to the grill, it's easy to get lost in the festivities the end of the year brings.
But with calendar having made a big change today, celebration also gives way to reflection - and 2014 gave Santa Barbara County residents much to reflect on.
On May 23, man-boy Elliot Rodger, who suffered a delusional sense of self, killed six innocents in Isla Vista, stabbing three and gunning down the others, before he was killed.
While some would say the 22-year-old assailant got what he deserved, nothing of the sort can be said for the victims: Weihan Wang, 20; George Chen, 19; Cheng Yuan Hong, 20; Christopher Ross Michaels-Martinez, 20; Katie Cooper, 22; and Veronika Weiss, 19.
Mr. Rodger shot another eight in the rampage, and ran down four others with his car.
Two months later, on Aug. 11, Nicolas Etienne Holzer was arrested at the Goleta Valley home he shared with his parents and two sons after reportedly stabbing all four to death.
A grand jury indicted the 45-year-old on four counts of murder in the deaths of his parents, William and Sheila Holzer, 73 and 74, respectively, and sons, Sebastian, 13, and Vincent, 10. He also is accused of killing the family dog.
Mr. Holzer reportedly called 9-1-1 to say he'd killed his family, and according to the Santa Barbara County Sheriff's Department, he told detectives he was fulfilling his destiny.
He is being held in County Jail without bail as the case makes its way through court.
Pastor Frank Schaefer of Korean United Methodist Church in Isla Vista has much to be thankful for. After being defrocked last year for conducting his gay son's marriage in 2007, the Rev. Schaefer was reinstated by the Judicial Council of the United Methodist Church in October.
Another person with much to celebrate is Dr. Shuji Nakamura of UCSB. He and fellow scientists Dr. Isamu Akasaki and Dr. Hiroshi Amano of Japan were awarded the Nobel Prize in physics for their discovery of blue light-emitting diodes, aka LEDs.
The Japanese-born Dr. Nakamura accepted his prize from King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden in December at the concert hall in Stockholm. To honor the trio, a 1,506-square-foot LED display was set up across the street from the hall.
Making the front page for a deed not likely to win any prizes was UCSB Associate Professor Mireille Miller-Young.
In May, the 38-year-old "porn professor" assaulted 16-year-old Thrin Short, who, with her sister and others, was speaking against abortion in a campus free-speech zone. Ms. Miller-Young and some students verbally abused the group, then stole a sign emblazoned with images depicting abortion.
Ms. Miller-Young, who teaches in the Department of Feminist Studies in areas including pornography and sex work, blamed her actions on her unborn child, saying pregnancy "triggered" her to act.
She eventually pleaded no contest to misdemeanors counts of theft, vandalism and battery, and was sentenced to probation, community service and anger management.
A civil suit filed on behalf of Thrin and other plaintiffs names Ms. Miller-Young, the UC Regents and others.
From the everything old is new again comes the Santa Barbara desalination plant. The plan to make potable water out of sea water was prompted by California's drought.
Like local governments across the state, Santa Barbara declared a drought emergency, imposed water restrictions, and is considering a $32 million reactivation of a desal plant that was built in 1992 but never used.
Montecito is also considering building a plant of its own - at a cost of $60 million.
As city officials look for ways to turn what Samuel Taylor Coleridge called "water, water everywhere" and turn it into every drop to drink, they did away with single-use plastic bags. Phase two of the plan, which took effect in November, banned them from about 90 mini marts, gas stations, pharmacies with small retail space and other small retailers.
In May, the bags were forced out of the 18 retail food stores larger than 10,000 square feet, which included supermarkets such as Vons and Ralphs.
The environment was also ostensibly supposed to benefit from Measure P, which would have imposed oil pumping restrictions. But voters in November dealt a defeat of such hydraulic force - 63 percent saying no - that a fracker would be pleased.
Jim Byrne, a spokesman for the No on P campaign, summed up the defeat this way: "It just confirms voters understand how important the oil and gas industry is to this county."
Mr. Byrne said protecting the environment is important, but Measure P's approach proved too drastic for the electorate.
Shoppers yearning for a Target store in Goleta got some bad news in August, when the nation's second-largest retailer backed away - at least for now - from plans to acquire 6 acres of land for a proposed 160,000-square-foot store.
Expansion is the word for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, which hired Tutor Perini Building Corp. for a $112 million redo of its resort.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Changes coming to the hotel off State Route 246 include a hotel tower with 215 rooms, a 20,000-square-foot pool deck and parking garage.
The gaming floor will expand, and new food and beverage venues are coming, with substantial completion of the project expected in 2016.
Publicly traded Tutor Perini of Sylmar has built tribal and Las Vegas gaming facilities, and 12 years ago worked on a $157 million Chumash casino project.
In a move that emboldened civil libertarians but made law enforcement cringe, Santa Barbara County Superior Court Judge Colleen Sterne in July rejected Santa Barbara's gang injunction, finding that authorities hadn't proved gangs interfere with the other community members' enjoyment of life.
Judge Sterne, in a 32-page decision, scuttled the order that prevented 11 people from associating with gang members or using gang hand gestures in four specified "safety zones."
A lengthy trial in the matter saw the Santa Barbara County District Attorney's Office and the Santa Barbara City Attorney's Office make cases for the injunction.
But the judge shot them down.
"There is no evidence that residents of the proposed safety zones in Santa Barbara are prisoners in their own homes, remain indoors at night, prevent their children from playing outside or whose relatives and friends refuse to visit," she wrote.
Trial was averted in the hit-and-run case of Raymond Victor Morua III who, while working as an aide to Rep. Lois Capps, struck Mallory Rae Dies, 27, resulting in her death.
He was charged with murder over the Dec. 6, 2013, incident. But in a deal with prosecutors, the 32-year-old pleaded guilty to gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated and was sentenced to 20 years to life in state prison.
Mr. Morua said he was on the job the night he drank at a holiday party thrown by the weekly Independent and later ran down Mallory, who died days later at Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital after being taken off life support.
But the stance of the Capps camp is that Mr. Morua, who is no longer on the federal payroll, was at the party of his own volition.
Mallory's parents, Matt and Raeona Dies, filed a wrongful death lawsuit against the federal government and Mr. Morua.
They also formed the nonprofit Vow4Mal Foundation, vow4mal.org, whose goal is to make drinking and driving an unthinkable option.
Any money that may come as a result of the lawsuit has been pledged to the foundation.
While still grieving the loss of Mallory, Mr. Dies has a heart big enough to also feel for the loss of Mr. Morua's wife and family, telling the News-Press earlier this month: "Our family was devastated, but Raymond punched his own family really hard that night too. ... He was a smart man with a bright future and it all came crashing down."
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