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Tribal governments admonish Adam
February 20, 2015 12:00 pm  •  Harold Pierce hpierce@leecentralcoastnews.com
An association of Southern California tribal governments is calling for an apology from 4th District Santa Barbara County Supervisor Peter Adam for comments he made last month spurning the concept of tribal sovereignty. [image: Adam, Peter .jpg]

In a Feb. 13 letter, the Tribal Alliance of Sovereign Indian Nations said they were “dismayed” that Adam told the Lompoc Record that it’s “inadvisable to have sovereign inholdings in the middle of our nation.”
The letter calls the comments “heinous,” echoing the words of California’s first governor, Peter Hardeman Burnett, who told the State Legislature in 1851 “that a war of extermination will continue to be waged until the Indian race becomes extinct, must be expected.”
“Governor Burnett was wrong, and so are you,” the letter states.
In a statement this week, Adam shrugged off the criticism.
“The Tribal Alliance letter is long on personal attack and short on facts.  The letter agrees with me that the special privileges that the tribes have enjoyed for 200 years are a consequence of federal law.  My remarks were intended to spark a political debate, the question being: Are the special privileges granted by federal law still appropriate?  It's an issue for the U.S. Congress to decide,” Adam said. 
Adam’s comments regarding tribal sovereignty came after a Jan. 13 Board of Supervisors meeting when he said state and federal governments should “revisit the reservation system.”
Later, in an interview with the Santa Ynez Valley News, he said he’s “not sure [he] supports tribal sovereignty.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Adam has been drawing fire from tribal advocates and state legislators for his comments since then.
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