[image: Santa Maria Times]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Editorial
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It seems hostility and confrontation are key elements in American culture. Perhaps because of the way this nation was formed, fighting is part of what we are.
That has worked in our favor more times than it hasn’t. We are big, strong and determined. Our wars have been won with unity and cooperation, and it’s only when politics has divided us that winning becomes problematic.
But there are situations in which hostility and confrontation do not work for our common good. We have seen a lot of that recently in Washington, where the major political parties are more divided and hostile than ever.
We also see it a bit here in the Valley, when the politics of one faction opposes the politics and actions of a perceived opponent — as is the case with various Valley groups whose members have made it their life’s mission to counteract any and all proposals made by the Chumash tribe.
It’s not just Valley groups and individuals. The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors has expressed, often and vigorously, its opposition to the way the tribe chooses to do business, and has refused to endorse a government-to-government relationship with the tribe.
We’re not certain what part of sovereignty the board majority doesn’t understand. It seems fairly clear to us, and to various online dictionaries, which all pretty much agree that sovereignty is “the quality or state of having supreme power or authority ... and independence.”
In other words, according to federal law created generations ago, the Chumash are a sovereign state, and therefore have the authority to make their own rules, govern their own land.
Most recently, the Board of Supervisors majority has voted to join other government entities asking the federal government to change the rules of sovereignty, primarily in response to tribes using their wealth — mostly from tribal casino operations — to buy property off the designated sovereign land and annexing it as tribal land through the federal fee-to-trust process. 
Here in our Valley, opponents of the tribe’s expansion plans don’t think allowing the tribe to buy land, have it designated as tribal land, and thus remove it from local government jurisdiction, is fair. In large part this is because one of the impacts is the loss of tax revenues for the local, non-tribal government.
That last part is what has gotten county government’s garments in a twist, which is reason enough for the board majority to join an effort to reform sovereignty rules.
That’s all well and good, and the legal squabbling is sure to continue. But at least one local government believes it has a better idea — stay on friendly terms with tribal leaders.
To that end, the Solvang City Council has voted to continue its government-to-government relationship with the Chumash, which means government-to-government, face-to-face meetings can be called and held when the need arises, which it inevitably will.
Sadly, Solvang is the only government entity currently having and fostering such an agreement, and one can only imagine how that makes tribal leaders and Chumash citizens feel.
It could be argued that our governments are out of touch with the governed, but the county refusing to acknowledge the sovereignty status of the Chumash smacks of simply being out of touch with reality.
We’ve been hammering on the do-nothing Congresses of recent years to relearn and apply the art of compromise, so that something useful for this nation can be accomplished. We can make the same request of local governments — Solvang excluded, because it’s already there — to start facing reality with regard to relations with the Chumash.
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