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Deputies begin patrolling Chumash reservation
February 11, 2015  •  Harold Pierce hpierce@leecentralcoastnews.com
[image: Chumash patrol]Chumash tribal members Tuesday met a squad of sheriff’s deputies assigned to patrol the reservation’s 99 acres as part of a contract approved last year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The four Santa Barbara County Shefiff’s deputies, who will work full-time in a new Chumash Reservation sub-station at the Tribal Administration Building, were introduced during the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indian’s General Council meeting.
“What this type of partnership shows is that the tribe is open and willing to work with the county in a positive and constructive manner. We are looking forward to a long and successful partnership with the Sheriff’s Office,” said Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta.
The four deputies, M. Alexander-Fuller, J. Vanwagoner, J. Kurowski, B. Bruening , the department would not release first names for security reasons, are contracted to provide police services on the reservation and surrounding Santa Ynez Valley for up to 20 years.
Tribal sovereignty does not impinge upon the Sheriff’s authority to enforce California law on the reservation, said SBC Sheriff’s Department Public Information Officer Kelly Hoover.
“Enforcement of California laws on the reservation is enforcement against individuals, not against the sovereign tribal entity,” Hoover said.
As part of the contract, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians agreed to pay for the deputies’ salaries and a $65,000 patrol car. The policing services will cost the tribe about $849,000 annually.
Santa Barbara County Sheriff Bill Brown introduced the deputies and provided backgrounds, adding that the partnership will result in a safer community.
“I am grateful to the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians for negotiating a contract with the Sheriff’s Office and the county that will result in better protection for tribal members and Santa Ynez Valley residents alike,” Brown said.
The sheriff’s jurisdiction extends to the reservation’s current 99 acres, including the Chumash Casino Resort. Camp 4, a 1,400 acre property in Santa Ynez that the tribe is taking into fee-to-trust would not be patrolled unless the contract is renegotiated. 
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