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Solvang renews relationship with Chumash
February 10, 2015  •  Harold Pierce hpierce@leecentralcoastnews.com
Solvang City Council members Monday voted unanimously to continue meeting regularly with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians for at least two years.
The ad hoc committee, made up of Mayor Jim Richardson and Councilman Hans Duus, meets with Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta and Tribal Council member Kenneth Kahn on an as-needed basis.
The renewal makes Solvang the only government entity that has a formal ongoing relationship with the tribe, said Mike Traphagen, a public relations specialist for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors denied a tribal request for similar ongoing government-to-government dialogue in August 2013, shortly after the tribe announced it applied to transfer 1,400 acres of property in Santa Ynez Valley into its reservation through a fee-to-trust process.
The Solvang ad hoc committee met with tribal members twice last year. Duus said.
“It’s been very beneficial to sit down and talk with members of the tribe ... and to understand each other’s point of view,” Richardson said.
In the past, discussions have included the possibility of the two groups partnering to construct a convention center in Solvang, Duus said, adding that those plans will not likely move forward because of an unfavorable feasibility report.
“Chairman Armenta and I felt there was a lot of value having that dialogue with the city. Of course, we have a lot of projects all around the county and we have certain things we’d like to work with you guys on,” Kahn said. 
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