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Chumash renew tribal compact with state
August 26, 2015 4:20 pm  •  Staff Report
Updating a 16 year old agreement, Gov. Jerry Brown signed a tribal-gaming compact Wednesday between the state and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
The compact provides a framework for sharing gaming revenue with local jurisdictions for infrastructure improvements, fire, law enforcement, public transit, education and tourism services, according to the governor’s office.
“This is a good compact not just for the tribe, but for the entire community,” Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said. “The prosperous tribal economy has and will continue to be a boon to the local economy.”
The new gaming compact also creates the potential for the tribe and Santa Barbara County to work closer together. Before any gaming-related projects are started the tribe would need to negotiate on a government-to-government basis with the county and enter into an enforceable inter-governmental agreement.
County officials this week agreed to form an ad hoc committee to discuss tribal land issues. Solvang formed a similar committee more than a year ago and Lompoc created one last month.
The pact also provides incentives for investments in renewable energy or water conservation projects, non-gaming-related economic development and health care facilities that provide a mutual benefit to the tribe and local community, according to the governor’s office.
The compact supercedes a 1999 compact between the tribe and the State of California and expires in 2040.
The Chumash Casino Resort gaming operations generated nearly $255 million in economic activity statewide in 2012. Of this total, $128.4 million represents direct spending by the casino for goods and services. The Chumash Casino also supported an estimated 2,341 full-time jobs through its spending, most of which were in Santa Barbara County. In addition, the casino generated an estimated $14.7 million in tax revenues, made up of $4.2 million in sales taxes, $3.3 million in business property taxes and $3.2 million in personal income taxes, among others.
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