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Chumash exploring annexation options for two-acre property
August 11, 2015  •  Harold Pierce hpierce@leecentralcoastnews.com
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is exploring annexation options for a roughly two-acre strip of land adjacent to their reservation, and seeking governmental talks with the county, tribal officials confirmed Tuesday.
In an Aug. 5 letter to the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors, Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta requested the county initiate government-to-government talks regarding the tribe’s desire to annex the two parcels of land along Highway 246, which means taking them into federal trust.
Both parcels, which are located south of Highway 246 between Casino Drive and Edison Street, are used primarily for ornamental landscaping.
“We’d like to place the two properties into trust because it makes sense. The parcels, which combined make up around two acres, are one of only two roads with access into the reservation. They are an integral part of the reservation. Furthermore, they have absolutely no tax value to the county,” Armenta said in an emailed statement.
The tribe purchased the two parcels in the early 2000s. They have an assessed value of about $665,000, according to the Santa Barbara County Assessor's Office. 
Building anything on the two-acre strip would not be possible, tribal Public Relations Manager Hildy Medina added.
“We’re reaching out to the county to discuss placing these parcels into trust in the hope that the county will meet with the tribe on a government-to-government basis,” Armenta said.
Supervisors voted against initiating government-to-government relations with the Chumash in August 2013 when the tribe asked to enter into a dialogue regarding a fee-to-trust application for Camp 4, a 1,400-acre property east of the reservation that the tribe owns.
 “The chairman and I are differing on semantics,” 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr said Tuesday, adding that the tribe’s contract with the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department constitutes a government-to-government relationship.
During the August 2013 meeting, Farr said the tribe should be treated as private property owners on issues outside its existing reservation, including potential fee-to-trust applications.
“They are a property owner like many of us are in the Valley,” Farr said during the meeting, suggesting the tribe instead talk with the county planning department about developing Camp 4.
The Bureau of Indian Affairs fee-to-trust process allows tribes to take property into federal trust, annexing it into their reservations while removing it from county tax rolls and oversight.
The Board of Supervisors should be discussing government-to-government relations with the tribe during its Aug. 25 meeting, Farr said.
Supervisors will also discuss a Congressional Subcommittee hearing in June that county CEO Mona Miyasato and 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino attended, Farr added.
During that meeting, Congress members delivered an ultimatum to Miyasato and Santa Barbara County: initiate governmental talks with the tribe, or they would fast track Camp 4 into federal trust. 
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