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[bookmark: _GoBack]In the summer of 2014, Steve Pappas, failed county supervisorial candidate, organized "Save the Valley" as a California Limited Liability Company. He used this organization to sue me, as the Tribal Chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, and our government affairs representative, Sam Cohen. The basis of his lawsuit was to enforce the Williamson Act conservation contract on Camp 4. Judge Timothy Staffel in the Superior Court of Santa Maria dismissed the case in November of 2014.
But never one to let failure keep him down, Mr. Pappas and his Save the Valley group have filed yet another lawsuit. This one is even more ridiculous than the last one.
The new lawsuit was filed in the federal court for the Central District of California and its purpose is to block the construction of our casino expansion project. In their lawsuit, they claim that the property where our casino is located is not federal tribal trust land and that our expansion project violates local, state and federal law concerning this land.
The short version of their 18-page complaint is that our reservation is not a reservation.
Research suggests that misinformed people rarely change their minds when presented with the facts — and there's no better demonstration of this than Mr. Pappas and Save the Valley.
This lawsuit is based on an intentional misreading of the 1935 deed to the U.S. government, which specifically says the property the Tribe occupies is deeded for the purpose of an "Indian Reservation" — language that this frivolous complaint intentionally misrepresents and disregards. The entire lawsuit is a figment of someone's imagination and is entirely false.
Moreover, if the land is really owned by the U.S. Government, why not sue the government?
Based on this latest lawsuit, it doesn't seem to matter to them that our reservation was established in 1906 or that the deed on the land makes it clear that our casino is on 99-acres of federally recognized reservation land or that reams of historical documentation exist to back this up.
Instead, it appears that once again Mr. Pappas and the Save the Valley organization are blatantly ignoring historical facts and are trying to rewrite history.
This latest lawsuit is the same approach the anti-tribal groups have taken for more than a decade on anything to do with our tribe. Their tactics include saying a lot of things that are obviously false — and they clearly know them to be false — but they say the fabrications anyway, hoping that someday somebody will believe them.
If the results don't come out in their favor, they automatically assume there is something wrong with how the results were achieved. They equate not getting what they want with flaws in the process.
Mr. Pappas is particularly experienced in this approach. Just look at his multiple failed attempts at running for Santa Barbara County's Third District Supervisorial seat. He kept trying, kept failing and kept claiming that the system was flawed. Mr. Pappas challenged Supervisor Farr's victory in court, claiming voter fraud.
Saying that democracy was under attack, Mr. Pappas spun a story of voter fraud, but he lost his case when it turned out to be voter fraud fantasy.
And now, the Save the Valley group are spinning a tale of reservation reality. The problem is, as is always the case with local anti-tribal folks, they don't seem to let truth stand in their way.
The author is tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
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