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Noted Seattle architect Johnpaul Jones, a 2013 National Humanities Medal recipient, has been selected by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to design its cultural center and museum. 
[image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2288231.jpeg][image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2288230.jpeg]"We have waited more than a decade to build our museum, so it's only fitting that we are using one of the nation's leading architectural firms in developing nature-centered, culture-based and community-driven design," Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman, said in a statement. "We look forward to working with founding partner Johnpaul Jones and his team to create a special place that honors our tribe's relationship to this region."
Diverse work by Mr. Jones and his firm, Jones & Jones, include Oxbow Park in Seattle's Georgetown neighborhood, Catalina Island Museum and Campo Gorilla Reserve at the Los Angeles Zoo. 
The firm is guided by the philosophy, "Works of integrated architecture and landscape architecture...Rooted in nature and culture...As diverse as the places they celebrate...Giving voice to the land and its people."
Mr. Jones is Choctaw/Cherokee by heritage and was the designer of the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian on the Mall in Washington, D.C. "His body of work spans four decades and addresses native cultural issues important to our nation," according to the statement.
Said Mr. Jones in the announcement: "Devotion to place, community identity and nature kindles our craft. We are particularly interested in working with the Santa Ynez Chumash tribe on designing a cultural center/museum that will honor the nature, culture and community of the Chumash people and the Santa Ynez Valley."
The 15,000-square-foot museum will be located on about seven acres across State Route 246 from the reservation, home to Chumash Casino Resort.
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