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Fall brings with it special times for our tribe, with cultural activities both on and off our reservation for the residents of the Valley and the entire region to enjoy.
I’d like to share with you what has become the largest cultural event sponsored by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians — our annual inter-tribal Pow-wow. It’s held every fall on the first weekend of October at Live Oak Campground.
This will be our 19th Annual Chumash Inter-Tribal Pow-wow.
First, I’d like to clear up any misconceptions or uncertainties you might have about the event. Our Pow-wow is open to everyone. Every year, thousands of people attend this event, but we still occasionally are asked about this. Please come. All are welcome.
Another is why it’s called inter-tribal, and what that means? This aspect is exciting because our Pow-wow provides a chance to meet native people from across the country and Canada. Inter-tribal means people from numerous tribes will perform, not just from our tribe. Some participants go on what’s known as the pow-wow trail or circuit and participate in other pow-wows in the state.
Pow-wows themselves originated in the Plains states. But our people gathered to sing, dance and socialize for hundreds of generations. Our ancestors handed down traditional ways of singing and dancing, which often were connected to nature and this land.
Thirty-five years ago, running water came to our reservation after a fund-raising campaign that included a pow-wow on the reservation open to the public.
Other tribes in the state also have stories and traditions of such gatherings, and pow-wows found a home here as the custom traveled west.
Much of the attention given to pow-wows focuses on the dancing — and rightly so because of the artistry and skill involved — but the celebrations also involve singing, drumming and socializing. There also are native food vendors and arts-and-crafts booths.
Dancers often divide into groups of men and women, or boys and girls, to compete. They perform numerous kinds of dances, ranging from traditional to jingle dress to fancy to grass dancing.
Drumming groups, which sing as well, also will compete. There’s also a grand entry when all the dancers come into the pow-wow circle together.
Our Pow-wow is from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 4, and from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 5, at Live Oak Campground. The Pow-wow is free. There’s a $5 parking fee and $25 camping fee. See our Web site at www.santaynezchumash.org for more details about the Pow-wow, dance categories and other information. As in the years past, our Pow-wow again will be a waste-free event.
As cultural director for our tribe, I hope to see you at our Pow-wow so we can share some of our tribe’s heritage, as well as the traditions of native people from the United States and Canada, with you and your family.
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