[image: ]
A day to honor state’s Native Americans
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It might surprise you, but California has the biggest population of Native Americans in the United States. Some are members of tribes, such as ours, that have inhabited this land for thousands of years. Other native families have come to our state more recently.
Today, there are more than 550 federally recognized tribes in the United States, including our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, with our reservation here in the Valley. These tribes have a government-to-government relationship with the federal government.
Each tribe is unique, with a diversity of traditions, beliefs and heritage. Each has its own history. But tribal people across the United States also often have a lot in common with each other.
Every September a day is specifically set aside to celebrate Native Americans in California, both as a group and as members of individual tribes.
California Native American Day, celebrated annually on the fourth Friday in September, will be observed on Sept. 26 this year. Many schools use this day to put emphasis on tribal cultures.
I’d like to share with you some of the facts in a resolution the governor signed a few years ago. Gov. Jerry Brown noted that people have lived in California for at least 12,000 years. His resolution stated: “The first Europeans to arrive in California encountered hundreds of thousands of people organized into hundreds of distinct tribal groups. They flourished in the bountiful hills and valleys of what would someday become the Golden State.
“The newborn state of California institutionalized violence against Native Americans, enacting policies of warfare, slavery and relocation that left few people alive and no tribe intact. In his 1851 address to the Legislature, California’s first governor, Peter Hardeman Burnett, famously stated, ‘That a war of extermination will continue to be waged between the two races until the Indian race becomes extinct, must be expected.’”
But our present governor’s resolution has noted that, thankfully, this prediction did not come true. In fact, today many Native Americans are flourishing in California. Gov. Brown added, “Tribal businesses and the rise of tribal members in all walks of life today stand as testament to the resilience and enduring spirit of our native peoples.”
They do. And California Native American Day also is growing in importance and stature. There is a bill in the Legislature to elevate the day’s recognition from a proclamation to an state official holiday, and its author said, “As with any recognized holiday, Californians will be able to share, celebrate and honor the contributions of Native Americans across this state.”
Some schools and organizations this year are using the day to honor tribal traditions through cultural and educational programs. Sept. 26 will be a special day, but we also celebrate these traditions throughout the year, in honor of our past and to build a better future for our families.
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