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Chumash donate to motorsports park
LOMPOC - The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has awarded a $10,000 grant to the Lompoc Valley Motorsports Park fundraising effort.
The money from the tribe's foundation will offset some of the project's environmental costs.
Approved unanimously by the Lompoc City Council in 2012, the multi-use park is slated to include an off-highway vehicle area, go-kart track and a one-eighth-mile drag strip.
Organizers hope to put an end to illegal street racing with the new park. It will be located on 40 acres near the Lompoc Airport on the northern end of town.
Carl Creel, chairman of the Lompoc Valley Motorsports Park Project committee, said support from the Chumash has been crucial.
"This is such a big deal for us," Mr. Creel said in a statement. "The Chumash have done a lot for groups throughout the county, and we're proud to be a part of their community support program."
Lompoc Mayor John Linn said the park would be a large economic draw for people outside the area.
"Once it's completed, there will be nothing else like this anywhere in this part of California," Mr. Linn said.
- Nora K. Wallace
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