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Tribes gather for annual Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow
By SHELLY CONE, NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT
October 5, 2014 5:44 AM
Thousands of people came together Saturday under the shady oaks of the Live Oak Campground for the chance to learn about Native American tradition at the 19th annual Inter-Tribal Pow Wow. [image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2297091.jpeg]
Tribal representatives from across the nation celebrated and honored their traditions and culture while educating the community. Participants and dancers wore traditional dress and spoke to visitors about their culture.
Steven Saffold, a Coastal Chumash descendant of Santa Barbara, displayed his flint-knapping skills. He has been practicing the process of flaking of pieces of rock with a deer antler or similar tool for 10 years.
"It's a whole art in itself," he said.
He displayed various knives and arrowheads, one made of chert he found on a Goleta beach. The find was significant because it's not a stone normally found on that beach, so he believes it had to have been brought there.
"Holding that was like one of my ancestors had held it before," he said.
The highlight of the Pow Wow is the dancing. Ben Wolf of the Kiowa tribe of Oklahoma led the gourd dance.
"I hope, if anything, everyone will receive a blessing for being here," he said.
The Chumash Maritime Museum had the Chumash tribe's first tomol redwood plank canoe on display. The tomol, named Elye*Wun, which means Swordfish, was built for the Chumash in 1997.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2297090.jpeg]Ray Ward, chairman of the Chumash Maritime Museum, said many visitors are surprised to discover that the Chumash still live their canoe culture today by annually joining tribes in the Northwest for canoe events. 
Organizers are expecting between 4,000 and 6,000 people to attend the weekend-long event, which includes food, arts and crafts vendors, and a dance contest for cash prizes.
Mark Rodriguez of Santa Barbara said he has relatives who are tribal members and he used to be one of the dancers.
"It's a great way to get all the people together in peaceful harmony," he said.
Once it was the dancing, but now it's the drumming that is the biggest draw for him.
"I guess it's in me. There's something about it. It brings back the culture," he said.
Leah Cervantes, also of Santa Barbara, said she put off going for several years though family, many of whom are dancers, asked her to go.
"It's funny because I have a lot of family that are dancers and I just never wanted to go. Now I finally decided to come and join in on the fun," she said.
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