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Where to Staycation Around Los Angeles
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BY ABBY TEGNELIA
Apparently, there’s no place like home, especially when you live in paradise. From the Palisades to Pasadena, Ojai to the OC, luxury hotels are catering to a new kind of well-heeled tourist: the local Angeleno.

Luck be a Lady
Forget Cabo. For a heady mix of spa, nightlife, dining, and gambling, hit up these Cal-fab casinos for a first-class girls’ trip.
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Chumash Casino Resort is a gambling chip’s throw from the Central Coast’s best vineyards.
It’s not much of a gamble to choose Chumash Casino Resort as the location for a girls-only trip—in addition to all the amenities that a world-class casino has to offer, it’s also situated near Santa Barbara’s prized wineries. So by day, visit the gorgeous grounds of Bridlewood Estate Winery, Gainey Vineyard, and Roblar Winery; then, chill out at Chumash’s spa (try the “Wine Therapy” menu of massages and skin treatments that use Chardonnay, grape seed, and grapefruit). Come nightfall, hit up locals’ favorite Root 246 in Solvang for dinner and drinks, or the casino’s The Willows restaurant for old-school steak or seafood—just steps away from 2,000 slot machines, dozens of table games, bingo, and poker. 3400 California 246, Santa Ynez, 805-686-0855
The best part of a gambling getaway? Spending your spoils. About 90 minutes straight east of LA, Morongo Casino Resot Spa’s proximity to the Desert Hills Premium Outlets makes it a stellar spot for a weekend of high roller slots and shopping. But don’t stay out too late—a private casita near the pool will be calling your name the next morning (49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon, 951-849-3080). If you want to break in your new dancing shoes, San Manuel Indian Bingo & Casino boasts The Pines steakhouse (with DJ!), where Sergio D. Fernandez will be performing live salsa music November 6. 777 San Manuel Blvd., Highland, 800-359-2464
Barona Resort & Casino is a fabulous gateway to a gals’ getaway in San Diego. Its Barona Steakhouse won the Wine Spectator Award of Excellence in 2013 for its stellar variety of vino; plus there’s a spa, golf, and more than 2,000 slots and 80 tables (1932 Wildcat Canyon Road, Lakeside, 619-443-2300). Also in San Diego, tuck into a lobster brunch at Valley View Casino & Hotel before taking in the stunning Palomar Mountain view at the infinity pool (16300 Nyemii Pass Road, Valley Center, 760-291-5500). And at Pala Casino Spa & Resort, grab your best girlfriend and book the full-day “Bliss Escape,” which includes a pair of hot stone massages, two facials, and a poolside cabana for the day (11154 Highway 76, Pala, 877-725-2766).
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