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The tradition of Culture Days continues
October 14, 2014 6:23 pm * Commentary by Richard Gomez
The third weekend of this month is an opportunity for Santa Ynez Valley residents and visitors to learn more about our tribe's heritage and the culture and traditions of Native Americans in California.
Our 8th Annual Chumash Culture Days will be held this Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 18-19, on our reservation in Santa Ynez.
The free event is one of many special occasions this fall throughout the state that honor California's first peoples. California Native American Day was held Sept. 26, and Native American Heritage Month is in November.
Our tribe throughout the year seeks out many ways to share our heritage with the community in the Valley and beyond, ranging from producing our "Chumash Life" television series to talking with schoolchildren to sponsoring public events.
Last weekend was our annual Chumash Inter-tribal Pow-Wow at Live Oak Campground. Our pow-wow has “inter-tribal” in its name because members from numerous tribes from around the country and Canada participate through dance, song and drumming. The free, two-day celebration has become the largest cultural event sponsored by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. Thousands of people attend.
If you didn't have the chance to go to our pow-wow, there's another opportunity to learn more about us and California native peoples at the Chumash Culture Days. This two-day gathering is devoted to honoring and highlighting California-style native singing and dancing.
Chumash Culture Days are sponsored by our Cultural Department along with our Tribal Elders Council of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. The Elders Council is a division of the tribal government charged with the responsibility to preserve cultural resources and maintain the tribe's heritage, history and traditions.
On Saturday, the event starts out at 1 p.m. with a blessing, followed by an honoring of elders. The afternoon will showcase California native dancing. A traditional “hand game” tournament will be after that, with teams competing for prizes. Storytelling will cap off the evening.
On Sunday, the opening blessing will be at 11:30 a.m., followed by dancing in the early afternoon. A Native California singing contest will be held after that, with singers also competing for prizes. The event ends at 4 p.m.
There also will be tribal arts and crafts booths and food vendors set up all weekend.
Dancing and singing has long been a vital part of our tribal traditions, handed down from our ancestors and much alive today. Our Samala Dancers, made up of Chumash family members, often perform to songs in our native language at events in the community.
Our focus this weekend on California native dancing means that even if you attended our inter-tribal pow-wow, there will be different styles of performances for you to enjoy. Please come to our reservation this weekend so we can share with you some of the traditions and artistry of California's native peoples.
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