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EDITORIAL
Impasse leads to nowhere
November 19, 2014
Tim Staffel knows a thing or two about politics and government, and how the two interact.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Staffel matriculated at Lompoc’s Cabrillo High, moving on for an undergraduate degree in journalism at San Diego State, followed by graduate study in public finance, and capped off with a law degree.
He started his working life in the newspaper business, then turned to the law, and soon after that added politics to his resume. He served as the 4th District Santa Barbara County supervisor during much of the 1990s, followed by a stint on the California Coastal Commission.
We give you this background on Staffel because it underlines and further validates a recent ruling he made as a Santa Barbara County Superior Court judge in the case involving a lawsuit by a Santa Ynez Valley group vs. the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
Judge Staffel dismissed the lawsuit as being outside his jurisdiction because the tribe is a sovereign nation, not subject to local laws, unless tribal officials agree to adhere to those rules.
In all the debate about the tribe’s growth, both as casino owners and in spreading business interests beyond gaming, one thing Chumash critics simply refuse to accept is that, as small as it may be, the Chumash reservation is sovereign land, which by act of Congress it can pretty much do with as it pleases.
That rankles the tribe’s critics, that a small group of people living in the same community do not have to follow the rules they must follow.
The lawsuit Judge Staffel dismissed deals with specifics of a land deal on 1,400 acres a couple of miles from the existing reservation, which the Chumash purchased and plan to turn into housing for tribal members and their families.
The larger issue is that a lot of Valley residents don’t like the tribal leadership’s attitude about cooperating with local authorities — a feeling shared by tribal leaders with regard to how Valley residents refuse to accept, or even acknowledge the validity of its sovereign rights.
It’s a classic stalemate, with both sides firmly dug in and apparently willing to go the distance in terms of legal challenges and the requisite defense against same.
And it’s all so absolutely unnecessary.
In fact, the ongoing battle between the tribe and its critics reminds us a little of the internecine standoff in the U.S. Congress, in which both sides are dug in and itching for a fight. Those of us on the outside looking in — at the tribe/neighbor struggle and the Democrat/Republican impasses in Congress — are scratching our heads, wondering why they all don’t just sit down, hash things out, and reach an agreeable compromise. That’s the only way out of an impasses — short of one side obliterating the other side, which resolves nothing.
Meanwhile, for most Valley residents, the endless fighting between the tribe and its critics has become something of a blind spot. Most of us know that when tribal leaders announce a new development or business plan, critics are calling their attorneys, and are willing to throw away more money on arguments that conveniently ignore the definition of sovereignty.
We know the principals on both sides, and they are honest, intelligent, well-meaning folks — which in an ideal world would have all the ingredients for an acceptable compromise.
But someone has to make the first move. Not wave the white flag of surrender, but pick up the phone and propose a meeting. Neither side is going anywhere, and continuing this standoff is fruitless and very expensive.
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