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Measuring tribe’s economic, social impacts
November 18, 2014 * By Vincent Armenta
[bookmark: _GoBack]Beacon Economics, one of California’s leading economic consulting firms, published an analysis earlier this year of the economic and social impacts of tribal gaming and other operations in California, and determined that tribal gaming operations generated an estimated $8 billion in revenues for California businesses, and supported more than 56,000 jobs statewide.
More recently, Beacon Economics completed an economic impact study of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. Not surprisingly, the findings that study showed our tribe has had a sizable impact on the local and state economies through a variety of gaming and non-gaming operations.
The study also found the tribe has a significant impact on the health of the local community through investments in charitable organizations and social services.
Beacon Economics conducted this study by calculating the impact — both direct and secondary effects — that comes from the spending the tribe puts into play in the local economy. It’s based on the amount of capital that is being deployed in Santa Barbara County, and with vendors across the state.
The findings point out our Chumash Casino Resort’s operations for 2012 generated an estimated $254.6 million statewide, including $207.4 million in Santa Barbara County. Of the total, $128.4 million represents direct spending by the casino for goods and services, while $126.2 million represents secondary spending.
The casino’s operations also supported an estimated 2,341 full-time equivalent jobs, including 2,113 jobs in Santa Barbara County. A total of $102 million was generated in labor income statewide, of which $87.2 million was concentrated in the county, and an estimated $14.7 million in state and local tax revenues in 2012.
In addition, the tribe itself generated a substantial amount of economic activity through its operations. Tribal operations generated an estimated $40 million in economic output statewide in 2012, which includes $33.6 million in economic output in Santa Barbara County. Of the total, $22 million represents the tribe’s direct expenditures and $18 million represents secondary impacts.
Those operations supported a total of 225 full-time equivalent jobs statewide, including an estimated 195 jobs in Santa Barbara County. The operations also generated an estimated $11.6 million in labor income in California, including $9.6 million in Santa Barbara County, as well as $1.6 million in state and local tax revenues.
Our tribe’s charitable contributions also generated economic impacts — $4 million in economic output statewide, including $3.1 million in Santa Barbara County, as well as 40 full-time equivalent jobs, of which an estimated 36 were in Santa Barbara County. These contributions supported important community organizations that helped improve the lives of Santa Barbara County residents.
Additionally, the funds our tribe paid into the state’s Special Distribution Fund helped fund police and fire protection in the community.
Our tribe’s non-gaming businesses, such as hotels and fuel stations, generated economic activity in Santa Barbara County independent of the Chumash Casino Resort.
One of the most important points in the study focused on the findings regarding secondary impacts, benefits that are accruing to businesses and individuals all across Santa Barbara County.
Also significant were the findings that go beyond economic and fiscal implications. Our tribe’s positive impact expands beyond these two primary categories and touches upon the social impacts.
We will continue to provide a positive economic and social impact through our enterprises, as well as through our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation. And now, as we begin our casino expansion project, we will add to that impact by bringing in hundreds of jobs to the community — both during and after construction.
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