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Chumash receive habitat restoration funds
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is among 25 Native American tribes in the nation to receive a federal grant for a habitat restoration and conservation project.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced this week that the Chumash were chosen for a $158,352 tribal wildlife grant that will enable the restoration and enhancement of riparian habitat along the Zanja de Cota Creek on the reservation.
The government gave out $4.9 million nationally. That includes $937,136 to five California tribes - the Hoopa Valley Tribe, Pala Band of Mission Indians, Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians, and the Klamath Tribes.
The Chumash will use its wildlands management plan to try to stop widespread invasive plant species that are damaging riparian and upland habitats.
"Tribal Wildlife Grants provide a competitive funding opportunity for federally recognized tribal governments to develop and implement programs for the benefit of wildlife and their habitat, including species of Native American cultural or traditional importance and species that are not hunted or fished," Damion Ciotti of the Fish and Wildlife Service said in a statement.
Kelly Schmandt Ferguson, interim environmental director for the Chumash, said the tribe is thrilled with the grant.
"The proposed project, 'Restoring and Enhancing Riparian Habitat on Chumash Tribal Lands,' will enable the Santa Ynez Chumash Environmental Office to map and eradicate invasive species located on the reservation and restore plants that have cultural significance to the Chumash along the Zanja de Cota Creek," Ms. Ferguson stated.
A restoration plan will be developed to re-establish habitat using native plants with traditional, cultural and medicinal uses, according to the grant.
"This two-year project will complement the ongoing water quality monitoring and sustainable landscaping projects implemented on the reservation through the Santa Ynez Chumash Environmental Office," Ms. Ferguson said.
Among the invasive species to be removed are the giant reed and the Himalayan blackberry. The environmental staff will map the infestation and will restore the areas with plants such as juncus, or rushes.
Native plant seeds will be used to create cultural gathering areas on the reservation. With the ability to gather plants on the reservation, the tribe's elders and staff will not have to travel significant distances to gather or purchase plants.
The project also will eliminate the risks of roadside collection of cultural materials that may have been treated with pesticides and herbicides, according to the grant.
"Not only will this project make the environment surrounding the creek a healthier habitat for native riparian species, but it will also seek to revitalize cultural harvesting through propagation and restoration of important plants on the reservation and provide a safe, healthy and local means to continue Chumash traditions," Ms. Ferguson said.
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