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Graduation season is upon us — and this is a special time for our tribe. Like families throughout the valley, it’s an opportunity to celebrate our loved ones who’ve earned degrees or made other achievements in their education.
It’s also a chance for us to reflect on how far we’ve come as a tribe in making education one of our top priorities.
Our tribal government has established numerous educational programs, including ones that provide an early start. We’ve been promoting academic readiness for kindergarten by supporting pre-school education. Also, for example, we have credentialed teachers who tutor students — in levels from pre-school to college — here in the county and elsewhere in Southern California.
Investing in education is investing in our future as a tribe.
Our tribal government’s education director, Dr. Niki Sandoval, puts it this way: “On behalf of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, we would like to congratulate all local students on their hard work and persistence through the academic year. I am always glad to read about the achievements of youth in our local community. They are tomorrow’s leaders.”
They truly are tomorrow’s leaders. When I meet with the young people in our families and other students in the valley, I’m encouraged about the future of our community.
Graduation season brings the chance to highlight many success stories of hard work or overcoming obstacles. Everyone graduating, as well as their families, have them to tell.
I’d like to highlight one of our young people who is still in high school, as a way to celebrate his accomplishments and possibly help inspire others.
Dylan Ortega is an aspiring singer who’s completing his sophomore year at Santa Ynez Valley Union High School. He made it to the second round of auditions for the hit NBC television show, “The Voice,” before a case of strep throat kept him from his call back.
Dylan’s friends encouraged him to audition for Santa Barbara Teen Star. He made it to the top four.
“I am truly overwhelmed by all the support I have received from the community. I can’t begin to thank everyone enough for all the words of encouragement and things people do to support me,” Dylan says.
Next up for Dylan: He will be opening for and performing with Foreigner and Styx at the Santa Barbara County Bowl on July 27.
As Dr. Sandoval, a Chumash family member who also serves on the State Board of Education, points out: “With the love and support of family, friends, and community, everything is possible.
She adds: “We salute the people who choose to embrace, lift, and nurture our emerging leaders. The foundation for each young person starts at home with the love of parents, grandparents, siblings, and extended family members.”
When children go to school, many teachers, administrators, and school staff members help care and nurture them. Others who give their time to benefit our students are school site council members, school board members and parents. Each contribution is necessary and should be deeply valued by our community.
Thanks to each of you for your service to our young people.
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