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Chumash share funds for public safety
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A community resource deputy for the city of Solvang, a firefighter/paramedic for the Santa Ynez Valley and additional patrols for Buellton were funded this month by a state-required tribal gaming fund.
The Santa Barbara County Indian Gaming Local Community Benefit Committee approved more than $736,750 for local cities and the county via grants from the Special Distribution Fund.
Some of the grants are considered discretionary, while others are "nexus" grants, to aid communities directly impacted by the gaming operations of the Chumash Casino Resort.
Included in the 2013-14 funding cycle were grants of:
*$519,000 to the Santa Barbara County Fire Department for a firefighter/paramedic position, five full-time shifts;
*$83,376 to the Santa Barbara County Sheriff's Department;
*$83,376 to Buellton for additional law enforcement services;
*$51,000 to Solvang for a community resources officer.
Solvang and Buellton contract with the Sheriff's Department for law enforcement services.
The committee comprises members of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, as well as representatives from local cities and the county.
For the Chumash, members are tribal elder Reginald Pagaling and tribal administrator Willie Wyatt.
Also on the committee are Santa Barbara County 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr, whose district includes the Chumash reservation and casino; 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino; Buellton City Councilman Ed Andrisek; and Solvang City Council members Joan Jamieson and Hans Duus.
"Responsibilities of the Indian Gaming Benefit Committee include awarding grants, ensuring that funds are allocated according to priorities established by law, establishing all application policies and procedures, and assessing the eligibility of applications for grants from local jurisdictions impacted by tribal gaming operations," according to a statement from the Chumash.
According to documents from the committee, the county Fire Department had sought $543,000. Sheriff Bill Brown requested $903,749 for five deputy positions.
The committee did not approve a grant request from the city of Solvang for a "Traffic pre-emption system" for Mission Drive.
"It has become apparent that the tribe is being asked to pay as much for law enforcement and fire protection as the cities of Solvang and Buellton," said Sam Cohen, Chumash government affairs and legal officer, in a letter to the committee.
"This year's funding request from the Sheriff exceeds $1 million which is comparable to the annual contract fee amount paid by the cities of Solvang and Buellton, each of which pays approximately $1.4 million and $1.6 million, respectively."
Historically, Mr. Cohen said, the tribe has funded one of the four full-time deputy positions at the Solvang substation, costing more than $700,000 annually. The money pays for a full-time deputy around the clock, with five deputies rotating the hours.
"That means the tribe pays for at least one-fourth of all law enforcement from Santa Ynez to Solvang," Mr. Cohen wrote. "In 2013, there were 5,498 calls for service in the Santa Ynez Valley. Of those calls, 769 were for the Chumash Casino; that is about 14 percent of total service calls for last year."
The California Indian Gaming Special Distribution Fund was created in 1999 when California tribal compacts were signed by Gov. Gray Davis.
The money is meant to help municipal governments handle the impacts of tribal gaming in their regions. Cities and counties are allowed to apply for grants funded by tribal contributions to the fund.
Some $9.1 million was appropriated from the fund throughout the state.
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