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Telling our stories, in our own words
May 1, 2014  •  Vincent Armenta / Commentary
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the past years on these pages, we’ve shared with you some of the stories our ancestors passed on from generation to generation. Our tribal stories are part of who we are as a people.
They are rooted in the natural world around us — set in places where our tribe has lived since time immemorial. It’s through these stories that our ancestors live on and provide lessons for us today.
Across the country, tribes are telling their traditional and contemporary stories in new ways, using mass media and technology. A new national television network, the First Nation Experience, has even started.
Tribal people are sharing their cultures and events directly with larger audiences, rather than having others tell and filter them. Native story-telling is alive and well.
With this in mind, our tribal government has set out to document our progress and goals in our own words with a new television program, “Chumash Life,” which will feature our past, present and future.
Our tribal members are in the community engaged in many activities, from professional achievements to philanthropic endeavors. Our reservation is bustling with activity.
We hope the program will help provide the community with more awareness of our tribe. We know some people do not understand how tribal governments operate and the work they do. This is one step to help improve this situation.
Each program will include a number of segments to provide insights into our tribe.
The first program, for example, features the “Land of Our Ancestors.” In it, a tribal elder discusses our cultural and spiritual connections to this region.
“Land has memory, has spirit,” she explains. “That spirit will tell you those stories if you listen to the winds.”
Another segment explores our plans for a Chumash museum and cultural center in the Valley. We’ve been unable to build this community resource because tribal opponents have fought it for nearly 14 years.
Despite this, we’ve continued to plan for the future opening by collecting a wide variety of Chumash art, artifacts and other traditional items.
Chumash baskets made from materials collected here, for example, are considered some of the finest examples of Native basketry in the United States. Museums and private collectors around the world have them. Our museum collection now includes a basket that is 200 years old and, at last, has come back home to Santa Ynez.
In the program, a tribal member who serves on our museum advisory board notes the role of oral stories in her upbringing and connections to our heritage:
“We learned about who we were. We learned about life. We learned about what these artifacts were all about. Oral history is part of who we are.”
A new program will be created every quarter. You can find “Chumash Life” on YouTube. It will air on Cox Cable’s Channel 8 and on Cox’s On Demand Channel 1892. It also will be on a channel in the rooms of our Chumash Casino Resort Hotel and Hotel Corque.
We are committed to helping foster a better understanding of our tribe and the work we do. We also know it’s important for you to hear directly from us in our own words. Please take some time to watch “Chumash Life” as we share our stories.
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