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Chumash annexation plans explained
March 27, 2014  •  Trent Benedetti/Improving North County
The Committee to Improve North County has long supported the Chumash rights as granted in federal law.
More specifically, in the United States, the Indian tribe is a fundamental unit, and the Constitution grants Congress the right to interact with tribes.
The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is on a quest to place its ancestral land into federal trust.
In 2010, the tribe purchased 1,390 acres of Santa Ynez ranch land commonly known as Camp 4. The land is less than two miles from the tribe’s reservation.
One of the tribe’s primary goals for the Camp 4 land is to build housing for tribal members and their families. Currently, only about 17 percent of tribal members and lineal descendants live on the reservation. The tribe has simply run out of room on the existing reservation.
Placing the Camp 4 land into federal trust would allow the land to be part of the tribe’s existing reservation, and under the jurisdiction of tribal and federal governments.
Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said the land would become an integral part of accommodating current and future generations of Chumash. He said building homes on this land will help create a meaningful opportunity for tribal members and their families to be a part of a tribal community revitalization effort that rebuilds tribal culture, customs and traditions.
Last summer, the tribe filed a federal trust application with the Bureau of Indian Affairs for the Camp 4 land. That route of getting land into trust is the administrative process.
In October 2013, the legislative process of placing land into trust was engaged when federal legislation was introduced for the Camp 4 land. The bill, HR3313, was co-sponsored by Reps. Doug LaMalfa and Tony Cardenas. Since the bill was introduced, several bipartisan cosponsors have signed on to support the tribe’s goal of placing this land into federal trust.
Sam Cohen, the tribe’s legal and government affairs representative, said placing Camp 4 land into federal trust is a priority for the tribe, and the tribal government team believes utilizing both the administrative and legislative routes will help ensure that the ancestral land is returned to the tribe.
Next month, at the Committee INC meeting, Cohen will provide an update on the tribe’s Camp 4 project, and will discuss specifics of both the administrative and legislative process of placing land into federal trust. In addition, he will show a video from the tribe’s new television program, Chumash Life, which features five mini-documentaries that provide a glimpse into the modern tribal experience. It was launched earlier this month and is currently airing on Cox Cable’s On Demand Channel 1892, and also Cox’s Channel 8. Chumash Life is also available on a Chumash-branded YouTube Channel at youtube.com/chumashlife.
Cohen said the television program was created out of the desire to help the public develop a better understanding of the complexities of the Chumash experience. He said it was the tribe’s goal to provide a wider audience with a look at the tribe’s various projects.
In the first episode of the quarterly program, the four segments include a feature on the tribe’s wine venture, a primer on the Camp 4 project, a look at the tribe’s growing collection of artifacts and replications for its tribal museum, and a closer glance at a community partner with the tribe’s Foundation.
At our Committee INC luncheons, we strive to shed light on important topics in our communities. In this case, I’m confident we’ll walk away with a solid update on the activities of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
Trent Benedetti is a board member of the Committee to Improve North County and a longtime local business owner.
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