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Chumash announce 6.9-acre reservation expansion
PROPERTY ACROSS FROM CASINO SUBJECT OF LONG DISPUTE
June 6, 2014 •  Staff report
In an announcement that was years in the making, Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Chairman Vincent Armenta said the Interior Board of Indian Appeals has ruled in favor of the tribe to place almost 7 acres of vacant land into trust for the tribe.
The announcement was made today during a press conference at the property.
The attempt by the tribe to annex 6.9 acres they own directly across Highway 246 from the Chumash Casino Resort had been tied up in litigation for several years despite federal approval.
Tribal leaders have said they plan to develop a cultural center and museum and a park on the 6.9-acre property south of Santa Ynez Park between Numancia Street and the highway.
Opponents have pointed out that nothing could stop the tribe from expanding gaming onto the property, or putting it to any other use, if the land becomes part of the reservation through the fee-to-trust process, which removes land from local jurisdiction and makes it part of an Indian reservation, under tribal authority.
However, tribal officials have said federal restrictions would prohibit that.
Other plans by the Chumash to annex property into the reservation, notably 1,400 acres they own about 2 miles east of the casino and an additional 5.8 acres in the casino area along Highway 246, have also been met with opposition.
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