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A summer rooted in a long tradition
June 26, 2014 By Nakia Zavala
It has been a busy time for our Chumash community, as students of many ages prepared for tests and finished up their studies before the end of the traditional school year. But learning should never stop.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of this philosophy, our tribal government supports year-round activities that help our families to continue learning, explore the world around them and celebrate the rich legacies our ancestors left for us.
I’d like to discuss our summer youth camp program, as many in the county may be unaware of the array of activities and events held on our reservation here in the Valley. One of our goals is to help encourage our young people to be well-rounded individuals, with a lasting concern for the community and a desire to help others.
To that end, we’ve designed our summer camp to include numerous offerings, from environmental education to healthy living, and to have some summer fun along the way. The camp serves tribal youth from ages 6-13. It begins this month and ends in late July.
We primarily host the camp on our reservation. But because we have limited space on our reservation, we also conduct offsite programs and schedule field trips.
For example, last year many of our young people participated in a trip to the Sierra Nevada wilderness around Lake Tahoe to learn more about our natural world. They participated in a cultural exchange with the Washoe Tribe and Reno-Sparks Indian Colony.
Our cultural focus this year is nature and Chumash ways of life and Chumash values. We will explore Chumash customs and ceremonies, particularly our traditional responsibilities in terms of land and natural resources. This is part of our continuing programs to instill the importance of good stewardship of the land that our ancestors have lived on since time immemorial.
We’ll augment our cultural focus with other environmental education. And in keeping with our learn-by-doing approach, our summer camp will be zero waste.
Our cultural, environmental, educational and other programs often involve engaging the tribe’s young people to teach them to respect nature and be hands-on environmental caretakers — just as our Chumash ancestors were before them. For example, hands-on learning was at the heart of the community garden project and a Kids’ Farmers Market, as well as other programs.
This year, our tribal youth will also benefit from experts in their field. For example, our Santa Ynez Chumash Indian Health Services will assist with physical education classes and instruction in healthy living.
There will also be plenty of fun stuff this summer, including swimming, a beach day and water slides. We’re planning a Disneyland trip for the whole family.
The traditional school year may have ended. But we’re working to see that our youth have a summer that is educational and engaging, while rooted in our Chumash traditions and heritage.
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