[image: ]
Editorial
[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome the newest museum
June 12, 2014
Just as the deadline approaches for public comment on the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians’ plan to develop the Camp 4 property, another tribe-related controversy has apparently been resolved.
The U.S. Interior Board of Indian Appeals has ruled in favor of the tribe’s fee-to-trust application on 6.9 acres across Highway 246 from the Chumash Casino Resort. Tribal officials have announced they are moving forward with a museum, the purpose of which is to tell the story of the Chumash tribe in this area.
All things considered, the museum will be a welcome addition to other attractions that draw people from around the world to the Santa Ynez Valley.
We are aware not everyone in the Valley shares that view. In fact, opposition to the tribe’s fee-to-trust application on the 6.9 acres formed shortly after the Chumash filed the application — nine years ago.
The federal agency’s denial of the opposition groups’ appeal basically hinged on the fact that opponents had no legal standing in the case, and their arguments against the application lacked merit.
One can only wonder what signal that sends with regard to the tribe’s fee-to-trust application on the 1,400-acre Camp 4 property, which has already generated a separate firestorm of opposition.
The battle over how the Camp 4 property ultimately is used will likely dwarf the spat over the 6.9 acres across from the casino.
We’ve been watching this situation for several years, and we have to admit, it gets tiresome.
There is so much the opposing groups have in common, yet they continue to fixate on hostilities and negativity, not unlike a Valley version of the Hatfields and McCoys feud, which lasted the better part of three decades in the hills of West Virginia and Kentucky.
Tribal officials have outlined the development plan for the 6.9 acres, situated between Numancia Street and Highway 246.
In addition to a museum highlighting the Chumash history and culture, there will also be offices and a gift shop. We don’t see how that could be out of character with other museum-like institutions and businesses in the vicinity.
Opponents argue that the tribe could expand gambling onto that property, which seems to be the opposition’s go-to argument when it comes to tribal plans to expand and grow business ventures.
That much is true. It is also true, however, that tribal officials insist there are no plans to put gambling operations on that side of the highway.
They would, of course, be within their legal rights to do so, according to the rules of tribal sovereignty.
Here is something we all should keep in mind — the Chumash are playing by the rules, and they did not make the rules.
Indian reservations were created by the U.S. Congress, when it passed the Indian Appropriations Act in 1851. The rules have been tweaked over the years — but never by the tribes themselves.
It took the Hatfields and McCoys nearly 30 years of bickering to see the light.
Our hope is that the feud between neighbors here in the Valley won’t take nearly as long.
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