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In Brief
Literacy initiative kicks off at conference
July 30, 2014 3:04 pm
[bookmark: _GoBack]Niki Sandoval, a member of the California State Board of Education and Director of Education for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, will be the keynote speaker at a conference held to kick off the Workforce Development and Literacy Initiative (WALI).
The conference will take place on Wednesday from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at the Hotel Corque in Solvang.
Sandoval will speak about the early years of institutional Native American education, as well as her own experience as a first-generation college graduate.
WALI is a multi-partner initiative to increase both literacy and the attainment of associate and bachelor degrees as well as technical certificates.
Participants in the program include the northern Santa Barbara County United Way, EconAlliance, Allan Hancock College, Santa Barbara County Workforce Investment Board, Lompoc Unified School District, Santa Maria High School, Center for Employment Training, Central Coast Literacy Council and the Parent Institute for Quality Education.
Registration for the conference is $50 and can be completed online at www.2020Compact.com, or by calling 922-0329. Information about the conference or WALI can be found at the same web address.
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