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Chumash reject US Department of Justice pot policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]December 19, 2014 2:30 pm  •  Staff report
The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is rejecting the prospect of harvesting marijuana on tribal land following a U.S. Department of Justice announcement earlier this month that Native Americans can grow and sell the drug on reservations.
“I don’t think we’re interested in doing that,” Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said. “The tribal leaders make the decisions, and I know they have no interest in doing it.”
The issue has not been formally discussed or voted on by tribal leaders.
The Dec. 11 announcement legalizes growing marijuana on tribal lands as long as the same federal guidelines are followed that are set out by the states legalizing the drug. Marijuana, however, is still outlawed federally and classified by the Drug Enforcement Administration as a Schedule One narcotic along with heroin, methamphetamines and peyote.
“It came as a shock to me when I heard it,” Armenta said.
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