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Nonprofits make community a better place
August 26, 2014 5:51 pm • Vincent Armenta, commentary
Our tribal culture has long placed an importance on sports and games in the lives of our families. Our ancestors have handed down stories about physical and athletic achievements rooted in this region.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every summer, we have a chance to honor this heritage, have a bit of fun and raise money for community nonprofits. This year marks the 10th anniversary of our Chumash Charity Golf Classic. It also marks one of our most successful tournaments to date, raising $150,000 for four local charities.
The classic, held July 30 at La Purisima Golf Course, has grown over the past decade to become our premier fundraising event. Proceeds have benefited numerous nonprofit groups in the Valley and elsewhere in the county.
The money raised is in addition to the millions of dollars in community grants our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation has awarded over the years. You can learn more about our foundation on our Web site at www.santaynezchumash.org.
But today, I wanted to focus on the work of the four groups that will benefit from donations collected at our golf classic this year — Court Appointed Special Advocates of Santa Barbara (CASA), the Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara, Lompoc Family YMCA and Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network.
CASA helps fill many gaps in the foster care and legal systems. It matches a volunteer with a foster child, with a goal of assisting abused, neglected and abandoned children with trained volunteers to advocate for them in the courts. CASA also works to find children safe and permanent homes as soon as possible.
The Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara every year serves more than 1,500 young people and their families in the Santa Barbara region. The organization provides a safe place for kids to go after school and during the summer. Educational and sports activities are supervised, and they are affordable.
The club’s development director, Monique Littlejohn, said about the money raised:
“The funds will be used for expanding our infrastructure that will provide safety and security for our club’s kids.”
Likewise, the Lompoc Family YMCA provides a nurturing place for children and families to learn and thrive. The Y’s mission includes strengthening community through its programs. A goal is to make sure no one is turned away because of an inability to pay — and proceeds from the golf tournament will go to helping with this.
The Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network, or SBWCN, is a leading group assisting wild mammals, birds and reptiles in distress. It helps thousands upon thousands every year, when there may be nowhere else to turn to save the lives of these animals. SBWCN provides rescue, treatment, rehabilitation services to injured, sick, oiled, orphaned and displaced wildlife. The goal is to release them back into the wild.
Proceeds will help the group pay for medical treatments and supplies, food, special infant formulas, caging materials and utility bills.
These groups all touch and benefit our community in different ways, and we would be a less fortunate and compassionate place without them.
Over the past decade, our golf classic has raised $1 million to benefit local charities, and we look forward to continuing to assist much-needed groups in our community with your help.
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