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It’s no secret the relationship between the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has been less than productive for the past decade.
But the latest situation has taken the meaning of disrespect to a whole new level.
In an effort to be transparent, Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta sent a letter to Board Chairman Steve Lavagnino last month providing advance notice on a reservation improvement project the tribe is considering.
Rather than ask for a meeting with the tribe or seek more information, Supervisor Doreen Farr wasted no time criticizing the tribe. She tried to create doubt surrounding the tribe’s preliminary plans, and suggested something close to sinister was brewing. In turn, her comments started an entirely new onslaught of criticisms against the tribe from opponents who never seem to need a reason to oppose the tribe.
It’s a situation of mob mentality. The scenario has become predictable — the tribe makes an announcement, and a small group of opponents over-react and try to create drama, when none exists.
It happened in 2003 when the tribe announced a casino consolidation building plan. Many people called the hodgepodge of buildings on the reservation an eyesore, but when the tribe made a decision to improve the property by building a new facility, the criticism began.
It happened in 2004 when the tribe announced plans to build a four-diamond hotel. The same group of opponents doubted the tribe’s plans for a top-rated hotel. Three months after the hotel was completed, it received a four-diamond rating from Southern California’s AAA, a rating it has received every year since it opened.
It happened in 2007 when the tribe purchased the former Royal Scandinavian Hotel property. One opponent was quoted in the local paper saying the tribe was going to “slap an Indian symbol on the side of the building and put slot machines in the lobby.”
No Indian symbols in sight and no slot machines in the lobby. Instead, the tribe took the aging building, restored it back to its original glory, completely refurbished the restaurant and rebranded both as Hotel Corque. Both the hotel and the restaurant have been featured in national travel and lifestyle publications.
It happened in 2010 when the tribe purchased 1,390 acres of ranch land commonly known as “Camp 4.” Tales of life ending as we knew it were being spread throughout the community by some local politicians and tribal opponents, who couldn’t seem to grasp the concept that the tribe simply wanted to build homes for tribal members and their families.
And now, it’s happening again with the tribe’s preliminary plans to add hotel rooms, improve its food and beverage offerings, build a parking garage and expand its gaming floor.
All the while, the tribe has created jobs, contributed significantly to the local economy and donated generously to the community. But none of that seems to matter to Supervisor Farr and the small group of opponents who think they speak for the community. The only thing they want to do is criticize the tribe.
The bottom line — you may disagree about the merits of this project or any other tribal project, but it doesn’t give you license to continually insult the tribe or suggest the tribe is untrustworthy.
Should this latest tribal project happen, it would bring much-needed construction jobs to the community, a rise in tourism and a boost to the economy. Who can argue with that?
Joe Armendariz is executive director of the Santa Barbara County Taxpayers Association and Santa Barbara County Technology & Industry Association.
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