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A season to share heritage
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Summer is winding down for our young people and the start of the new school year is here. But the tribe's cultural, educational and environmental departments try to make sure that learning is a year-round affair for our youth.
Many of our young people this month participated in a trip to the Sierra Nevada wilderness around Lake Tahoe to learn more about our natural world - and have a bit of fun outdoors in the process. We also engaged in a cultural exchange with the Washoe Tribe and Reno-Sparks Indian Colony.
The tribal members were able to give our young people insights into their land and the environment. The Washoe people note: "Our tribal elders tell us that we have been here since the beginning of time and occupied our lands from the beginning, and we are still here in our lands."
The end of summer is also a time that heralds a season of other cultural and educational events for the entire community, as we continue our work to share some of the heritage of our tribe and of California tribal people with you.
November is American Indian Heritage Month. It's an entire month set aside to highlight America's tribal peoples, the past, present and future. It is a time to celebrate tribal traditions, art, music, dance, languages, storytelling, food and other cultural ways.
But for us, we don't wait until November to get started, and I wanted to give you a preview of some Chumash cultural events that you should be hearing about in the coming weeks.
One is our annual Chumash Inter-tribal Pow-Wow, which provides an opportunity for native people from across the country to meet and gather. It also allows the chance for the general public to experience this cultural gathering. The pow-wow will be on the weekend of Oct. 5 and 6 at Live Oak Campground.
This will be our 18th annual pow-wow that we have hosted for the community. The event has grown to become the largest cultural gathering of the year organized and sponsored by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
Last year's pow-wow, held on one of the valley's wonderful sunny weekends, brought thousands of people to Live Oak. The weekend includes dancing, singing and drumming by native people from our tribe and numerous other tribes. That's why we call it an "inter-tribal" pow-wow.
There are American Indian vendors selling handmade crafts and other goods. There are also plenty of food booths, offering traditional items such as fry bread and other fare.
On Oct. 19 and 20, the tribe will be hosting the seventh annual Santa Ynez Chumash Culture Days. Held on the reservation, the weekend event celebrates Native California-style singing and dancing along with storytelling and crafts. Highlights include a traditional "hand game tournament" and Native California singing contest, with prizes for first, second and third place. Please go to www.santaynezchumash.org for more information on our cultural events.
I hope to see you at these and other cultural events so we can share some of our tribe's heritage with you and your family.
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