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Hundreds of Tribes Join Chumash Pow-Wow
October 6, 2013 12:38 AM
[bookmark: _GoBack]The sun beat down on the steady stream of cars pulling into Live Oak Campground on Saturday for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians' 18th annual Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow.
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Dressed in feathers, beads, ribbons and bells, dancers, singers and drummers from across California and North America performed and shared their ancient traditions.
The powwow is the largest cultural event of the year held by the Chumash. The gatherings originated with the Great Plains Indians in the 1800s and have evolved into a contemporary festival where Native Americans showcase their heritage.
"It's really a place where people can learn about the tribes all over North America," said Willie Wyatt, 42, event coordinator and tribal administrator.
Mr. Wyatt expected more than 6,000 people to attend the weekend event, which continues today, and said it is likely all 500 North American tribes will be represented, including some from Canada.
Garbed in full ceremonial dress, dancers began competing in the afternoon in categories for every age and gender, including traditional, straight, fancy and grass dancing. More than $45,000 in prize money will be awarded at the closing ceremony at 5 p.m. today.
Among the demonstration stations are storytelling, a healing circle and flint-knapping, making arrowheads by shaving deer antlers and flaking brittle stones. 
At the healing circle, the Chumash spirit leader offers counsel and blessings for those with illness or anxiety.
Alan Salazar, 62, of Ventura, stood near a red tomol canoe and related stories about the Chumash Indians who paddled across the dangerous Santa Barbara Channel to Santa Cruz Island. 
At times the Indians faced 5-foot swells and had to toss hundreds of pounds of fish into the sea to stay afloat.
Mr. Salazar, a member of the Chumash and Tataviam tribes, said he has paddled the channel in a tomol dozens of times and teaches younger students how to navigate the rough waves.
"I'll never be as good as my ancestors who paddled these boats," he said.
Powwow visitors can shop at the vendor stands encircling the dirt performance ring. Vendors sell feathered dream catchers, painted pottery, colorful woven blankets and beaded jewelry. 
[image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2157502.jpeg]Food vendors prepared Indian tacos, kettle corn and fry bread. Over the loudspeaker played an Indian song, a man wailing a solemn lament.
"This is my favorite powwow," said Gray Wolf, art curator for the Chumash Indian Museum, who has been selling traditional Indian tools at the powwow for as long as he can remember. Among his paraphernalia are bone rattles and dance sticks.
"I love the Chumash people. I'm actually Southern Apache, but when people confuse me as Chumash, I consider it a compliment," he said.
Nola Barnick, 69, traveled from Cambria to attend the powwow for the first time.
"I was raised to think I was Mexican," she said. "Then I found out in my 20s that I'm actually Apache and I wanted to know more about my heritage."
Mrs. Barnick said the powwow transports her back to an ancient time.
Maggie McClenahan of Santa Barbara came to the powwow with a group of six people from Pilgrim Terrace Cooperative Homes.
"I come every year with my mom," she said. "We like the music and costumes and seeing each tribe's costume. It's fun to look at authentic Native American life, whether it's Navajo or Apache."
The Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow continues from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. today at Live Oak Campground, 4650 State Route 154, Santa Ynez.
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