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Chumash Camp 4 Bill Introduced in Congress
By Gina Potthoff, Noozhawk Staff Writer | @ginapotthoff | Published on 10.24.2013 1:38 p.m.
A bill that would allow the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to take Camp 4 into trust via the legislative process was introduced this week in the U.S. House of Representatives.
The bill was introduced Wednesday night by Rep. Doug LaMalfa, a Republican representing California’s 1st District, and referred to a House Committee on Natural Resources.
[bookmark: _GoBack]News of the backed bill spread Thursday, more than a week after the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors voted 4-1 to pursue all avenues of opposition to the annexation of Camp 4, a 1,400-acre parcel of agricultural land near the 138-acre valley reservation.
The Chumash bought the land in 2010 from the late Fess Parker, and has said it wants to build homes there for tribal members.
The fee-to-trust process has been contentious because it would effectively remove the land from the county’s tax rolls and from the oversight of the county planning processes.
Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta has repeatedly said that the tribe would work with county government or without it, which the latest legislation seems to prove true.
HR 3313 would authorize the U.S. Secretary of Interior to take the land into trust for the benefit of the tribe and other purposes.
The bill was also backed by five cosponsors, including Rep. Tony Cardenas, D-San Fernando Valley; Rep. Jeff Denham, R-Turlock; Rep. Joe Garcia, D-Florida; Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-Palm Desert; and Rep. David Valadao, R-Hanford.
The exact language of the bill was not immediately available Thursday, although the legislation reportedly includes a provision prohibiting gaming on the land to be taken into trust.
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