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Tribes join Chumash in cultural display
By SHELLY CONE, NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT
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		Tribal elder Grace Romero gives the blessing at the opening of Santa Ynez Chumash Culture Days on Saturday.
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		Tom Lopez and Kathy Marshall of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians perform a traditional dance.
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Native American dancers swayed to a rhythmic beat of tribal drums followed by the melodic chant of traditional tribal bird songs Saturday during Santa Ynez Chumash Cultural Days.
Now in its seventh year, Chumash Cultural Days started simply as an intertribal event, gathering California tribes in a central place, the Chumash reservation in Santa Ynez, said Nakia Zavalla, cultural department director for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
"And we're always talking about these mountains and how they're sacred to us and so this is a visual. It seemed like this would be the place to do it," Ms. Zavalla said.
Tribes like the Miwok and Paiute joined the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians as well as Chumash from other areas of California to share their songs, dance and culture.
"I felt what really needed to happen was a California cultural-style event," Ms. Zavalla said.
The event is open to the public to share the culture with the community and others who may be unfamiliar with it.
"It's so important to remind people who we are, where we come from and that we continue to practice our culture and traditions. It's an invitation into our home," Ms. Zavalla said.
More than 300 people visited Saturday. Following an opening blessing and an honoring of elders, tribes danced, sang and played a Native American gambling game with sticks.
"Now we play for money. In the old days we played for jewelry," Ms. Zavalla said.
Kathy Marshall, a Chumash tribal member, participated in some of the dances.
"Just being with other tribes from California in one place is awesome," Ms. Marshall said.
Ms. Marshall teaches Chumash language and dance, and said it's important to keep traditions alive.
"We just have to. It needs to be done," she said.
Los Angeles resident Zac Allard said the event seemed like a great way to spend the day.
"It seemed like it would be something interesting and I wanted to come and enjoy the festivities," Mr. Allard said.
Events continue today with a singing competition. Patrick Yana Hea Orozco, a member of the San Buena Ventura tribe who said his name means "One Who Yawns," attended the event to participate in the singing contest.
"I wanted to meet a lot of the brothers and sisters here. We're all Chumash and we're all related in some way," he said.
Mr. Orozco said he has been active in his tribe for 37 years, having learned a lot from his grandmother.
"After she taught me she said, 'Go out and learn from others that know more than me who can continue to teach you. Then go out and teach the public,'\u2009" Mr. Orozco said.
Today's event begins with an opening blessing at 11:30?a.m. followed by dancing from noon to 2:15?p.m. and the singing contest at 2:30?p.m. The Chumash reservation is at 100 Via Juana, in Santa Ynez.
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