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Unity Shoppe prepares to open
By EMILY PARKER NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER
October 17, 2013 6:15 AM
After spending seven months remodeling its new home on the corner of Sola and Chapala streets, Unity Shoppe is almost ready for the holiday season.
What used to be Magellan's Travel Supplies has been transformed into Unity Shoppe's iconic "free" store and Santa's Work Shoppe.
From the entrance, the grocery store portion of the nonprofit - compete with Chumash-themed decorations to honor the tribe's support - looks almost ready to go.
Good thing, too, because starting the first week of November, 450 families will visit the new 1401 Chapala St. location for Thanksgiving food and thousands will come for Christmas, said Executive Director Tom Reed.
"It looks like everything is coming together - a permanent home, no partners," Mr. Reed told the News-Press on a tour Wednesday.
Unity Shoppe decided to move after losing most of its space in Victoria Community Hall - which it co-owned with nonprofits Child Abuse Listening Mediation and Retired Senior Volunteer Program Santa Barbara - in September 2012.
Mr. Reed told the News-Press during an earlier interview he supports Ensemble Theatre Company's project at Victoria Hall and believes moving Unity will make the organization better.
But, even though Unity has received community help and support during its move, it needs more, he said.
The building still needs $200,000 to $250,000 in renovations and the nonprofit is nearly halfway done with its $3.7 million capital campaign to pay off its new home, Mr. Reed said.
"We need more help this year than ever because of the change," he said. "If we can pay our capital campaign we can establish a permanent center for future generations to help anyone in crisis.
"Remodeling has been a full-court press, but we can't forget about operations or our capital campaign," he added. "We're desperately in need of donations, especially food."
Today, Larry Crandell - a decorated World War II veteran who has helped hundreds of nonprofits as a fundraiser, volunteer and host of charity events - hopes to help close that funding gap.
The 90-year-old has invited several hundred people to an open house he is hosting this afternoon at Unity Shoppe.
His goal: Raise $100,000 for Unity before his 100th birthday.
"Having assisted Unity back in the 1980s to acquire the building at Chapala and Victoria streets, I have been an advocate of Unity ever since," Mr. Crandell said in a letter.
"I love that they help our hard-working poor avoid welfare services and possible homeless situations," he said. "I am genuinely impressed with what Barbara (Tellefson), Tom (Reed), Pat (Hitchcock), Elvira (Avina-Martinez) and the whole team at Unity has accomplished, and I want to help them."
After 97 years in operation, helping low-income families keep their dignity remains one of Unity's top priorities.
In 2012, Unity helped 22,062 people, including 11,878 children, Mr. Reed said.
On average, those people only visited Unity 6.6 times before getting back on their feet.
"That means the system's working," Mr. Reed said. "And we don't kick them out. Some people come more than that, but they are hard-working people who don't want to teach their kids the welfare mentality."
By allowing parents to chose food, clothing and toys instead of simply taking a hand-out, Unity allows parents in need to continue to provide for their children and to keep their dignity.
"Our mission is to make the family strong," said Barbara Tellefson, Unity's director of operations. "They're not ashamed when they come through."
Unity does more than help low-income families get food and toys; it also helps seniors, provides the unemployed with work attire and job training and has a stocked long-term disaster relief center.
"Santa Barbara can be proud we have something as far-reaching as this," Mr. Reed said.
The move has consolidated Unity's 10 programs, 1,800 volunteers and 22,000 clients from four different buildings to two - the Sola Street building, accessible at 1401 Chapala St., and the existing retail store at 1219 State St.
The State Street storefront now houses an expanded retail store and Unity's Senior Resource Center.
Ultimately, donation processing will join all of Unity's other programs at 1401 Chapala St., but for now, donations should still be dropped off at the Victoria Hall basement, Ms. Tellefson said.
Unity Shoppe will host several more open houses:
2-6 p.m. Oct. 25;
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 26;
2-6 p.m. Oct. 28;
2-6 p.m. Oct. 29;
4-7 p.m. Oct. 30;
4-7 p.m. Oct. 31.
RSVP by emailing Pat Hitchcock, Unity's public relations and program support specialist, at pat@unityshoppe.org or by calling Ms. Hitchcock at 979-9511 or 979-9501.
For more information or to donate, go to www.unityshoppe.org.
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