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State appointments are a chance to give back
May 23, 2013 •  Richard Gomez/Commentary

As a tribe, we place a high value on trying to make the community a better place. We work hard to instill in our youth the importance of contributing and being involved, just as our parents, grandparents and ancestors did before them.
In this column I want to share with you how three members of our Chumash family are making contributions on a statewide level.
In March, Gov. Jerry Brown appointed Santa Ynez Chumash tribal member Reggie Pagaling to the California Native American Heritage Commission. This is an honor for our tribe because of the work done by the commission to protect cultural resources, burial grounds and other sacred sites.
Since 1976, the nine-member commission has helped preserve California tribal cultural resources that may have been lost to development, vandalism or other destruction. Tribal people in our state would have lost significant sites, or access to them for religious or cultural purposes, if it wasn’t for the commission’s actions.
As Pagaling says: “These are exciting and challenging times, and I’m proud to represent the Chumash tribe as we stride into the future. I look forward to being a contributing member and seeking the wisdom of existing commissioners to succeed at this endeavor.”
Pagaling, a tribal elder, has also worked with others to revive and celebrate Chumash maritime culture. This has included helping to build our traditional plank canoes, known as tomols, and co-organizing annual tomol crossings to Santa Cruz Island.
Fittingly, on the beach near the Santa Barbara Harbor, about 100 family members and friends participated in his commission’s swearing-in ceremony this spring.
Earlier this year, the governor appointed another member of our Santa Ynez Chumash family to the state Board of Education. Dr. Niki Sandoval is our tribal government’s education director and the first tribal descendant to obtain a doctorate degree in education. She is a lecturer in the Education Department at UCSB, her alma mater.
The State Board of Education is the governing and policy-making body of the Department of Education. The board sets education policy for public schools, kindergarten through high school. Our tribal government has made improving educational opportunities — both on our reservation and in the greater community — a priority. Now Dr. Sandoval is bringing that spirit and her expertise on educational matters to the statewide level.
Another Chumash family member, Kathleen Marshall, has also been sharing her experience and wisdom on the state’s American Indian Education Oversight Committee. Marshall was recently reappointed by State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson. The committee provides input and advice to the superintendent on all aspects of American Indian educational programs established by the state.
Our tribe has been investing in programs to provide important government services to our families, and to help others in our community as well. These three appointments to state boards are honors for our tribe and opportunities for us to continue to give back.
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