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Chumash, solar installer join ranks in Guadalupe
PROGRAM HELPS LOW-INCOME FAMILIES SAVE ON ENERGY BILLS
May 2, 2013  •  Staff report

To bring solar power to a low-income family in Guadalupe, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has partnered with nonprofit solar installer GRID Alternatives, the tribe announced. 
The solar installation is made possible through a $5,000 donation from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation and is the the first time GRID Alternatives and the tribe have worked together.
Volunteers from the tribe and staff from Oakland-based GRID Alternatives will install the 1.6kw photovoltaic solar system on the single-family home May 6 and 7 — GRID Alternative’s 11th installation in Guadalupe.
The public is invited to view the project’s progress from 11 a.m to 2 p.m. Tuesday, May 7 at 170 San Miguel Court.
GRID Alternatives has provided no or low-cost solar electric systems for more than 3,000 families since 2004 while serving as a classroom in the field for solar job trainees.
“GRID Alternatives has partnered with tribal communities across the state to bring solar power and solar job training to their members, and we are just so excited that the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is taking it a step further by helping us to bring clean, affordable energy to their neighbors,” said GRID Alternatives co-founder and CEO Erica Mackie, in a written statement released by the tribe.
The tribe’s green jobs training program, the Chumash Community Energy Program (CCEP), is midway through its second year.
CCEP provides training in green trades while offering cost-effective building performance assessments, upgrades, and solar installations to tribal community homes and buildings.
Since 2011, the program has provided 17 home building assessments, completed two home upgrades, and recently completed its first solar installation. As a long-time supporter of alternative energy, the Chumash Tribal Hall and Tribal Health Clinic are outfitted with photovoltaic solar systems that offset 36 percent of the buildings’ energy use.
“This is a win-win partnership for us,” Chumash Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said in a written statement. “This program not only encourages alternative energy, which is something the tribe strongly supports, but it also provides valuable training and helps low-income families save money on their energy bills.”
For more information about the Guadalupe solar installation, call Josh Simmons at the Santa Ynez Chumash Environmental Office at 688-7997, ext. 4111, or Steven Fernandez of GRID Alternatives at 769-9120.
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