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Chumash Gaming Funds Doled Out
By NORA K. WALLACE NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER
	


May 14, 2013 5:53 AM
Additional law enforcement services throughout the Santa Ynez Valley will be paid for via grants from the Santa Barbara County Indian Gaming Local Community Benefit Committee.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The committee comprises members of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, as well as representatives from local cities and the county. Late last week, it approved $736,750 in grants from its Special Distribution Fund.
The fund was created in 1999 when California tribal compacts were signed by then-Gov. Gray Davis. The money is designed to help municipal governments handle the impacts of tribal gaming in their regions. Cities and counties are allowed to apply for grants funded by tribal contributions to the fund.
The committee approved the allotments late last week, giving $515,000 to the Santa Barbara County Fire Department for one firefighter/paramedic position (five shifts); $83,376.20 to the Santa Barbara County Sheriff's Department for one full-time position; $83,376.20 to the City of Buellton for additional law enforcement services and $55,000 to the city of Solvang for additional law enforcement services.
"State and county budget pressures continue to impact local fire and law enforcement agencies," said Reginald Pagaling, committee chairman, in a statement.
"The safety and health of our community is of the utmost importance to us. The special distribution fund is a way to help alleviate some of those economic pressures."
In addition to Mr. Pagaling, members are: Tribal Administrator Willie Wyatt; Sam Cohen, the tribe's legal and government affairs specialist; 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino; 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr; Buellton City Councilman Ed Andrisek and Solvang City Council members Joan Jamieson and Hans Duus.
"Responsibilities of the Indian Gaming Benefit Committee include awarding grants, ensuring that funds are allocated according to priorities established by law, establishing all application policies and procedures, and assessing the eligibility of applications for grants from local jurisdictions impacted by tribal gaming operations," according to Chumash officials.
Of the distribution funds, some $294,700 was available in discretionary grants and $442,050 was in nexus grants, to aid those communities directly impacted by the gaming operations of the Chumash Casino.
Mr. Cohen said Monday that in the grant process, the Sheriff's Department initially had sought funding of more than $800,000 and the county Fire Department submitted grant requests totaling about $515,000.
The committee decided it wanted to fully fund the paramedic position, which covers Santa Ynez, Solvang and unincorporated areas near the casino.
The money to Solvang, Mr. Cohen explained, will fund the Solvang Community Resource officer, Senior Deputy Charlie Uhrig.
Grants for a traffic study by the city of Solvang and money for the Solvang library were not approved, Mr. Cohen said. Last year, the committee also awarded about $740,000 in grants.
In previous years, with a stronger economy, the grant allotments were much higher, and recipients included the city of Solvang, to help pay for the widening of Alamo Pintado Bridge on State Route 246 and money to the county to pay for the maintenance of a public safety radio repeater.
State Controller John Chiang reported that in the fiscal year 2012-13, some $9.1 million was appropriated from the statewide Indian Gaming Special Distribution Fund throughout the state.
According to Mr. Chiang, 40 tribes participate in the fund. In 2010, the statewide fund was $210 million.
Though it is not part of the distribution fund grants, Mr. Cohen said that the Chumash and Sheriff's Department are in the midst of working on an agreement that will have the tribe paying $800,000 to have one full time deputy stationed on the Chumash reservation property, but who will also have mutual aid responsibilities throughout the Santa Ynez Valley.
The tribe is hoping to finalize that plan by July 1, Mr. Cohen indicated.
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