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Chumash gaming funds distributed
MONEY TO PAY FOR DEPUTIES, FIREFIGHTER
May 12, 2013 • Julian J. Ramos/jramos@syvnews.com

A committee of city, county and Chumash tribal representatives approved nearly $740,000 in grants Friday to local public agencies as part of a state-mandated process for distributing tribal gaming profits.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The money is set aside by state officials in what is known as a Special Distribution Fund (SDF), then disbursed by the local group, which is officially called the Santa Barbara County Indian Gaming Local Community Benefit Committee.
The fund is designed to help local governments handle off-reservation impacts of tribal gaming by permitting cities and counties to apply for grants funded by mandatory contributions to the state fund from every California tribe that has a casino or other gambling enterprise.
Each county that receives SDF funds must establish a committee — with representatives from the tribe, from the county in which the casino is located and from nearby cities — to oversee how the funds are allocated.
With $736,752 available this year, the following grants were unanimously approved at the meeting held at Solvang City Hall:
n Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department — One full-time deputy sheriff position, $83,376.
n Santa Barbara County Fire Department — One firefighter-paramedic position for each of five shifts for Station 32 in Santa Ynez, $515,000.
n Buellton — Traffic enforcement officer, $83,376.
n Solvang — Community resource deputy, $55,000.
The approved list of grants will be sent to the state controller for processing.
From year to year, the amount of money available varies. In May 2012, the local committee also awarded nearly $740,000 in grants.
The SDF originated with “compacts” signed in 1999 by tribal officials and then-Gov. Gray Davis. The compact agreements specify how the SDF money is to be distributed. The calculation is based on a statewide formula that takes into account how much each contributing tribe pays into the SDF.
Members of the local committee from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians are the committee’s chairman, tribal member Reginald Pagaling, and Tribal Administrator Willie Wyatt. Sam Cohen, the tribe’s legal and government affairs specialist, is a committee staff member. County representatives are 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr and 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino. Buellton is represented by City Councilman Ed Andrisek, and Solvang is represented by council members Joan Jamieson and Hans Duus.
“State and county budget pressures continue to impact local fire and law enforcement agencies,” Pagaling said. “The safety and health of our community is of the utmost importance to us. The special distribution fund is a way to help alleviate some of those economic pressures.”
As requested, Buellton sought $117,000 for the traffic enforcement officer; and the Sheriff’s Department sought $828,925 for five deputy sheriff positions.
Not sponsored were two requests from Solvang — $42,000 to fund a traffic study along the Mission Drive corridor and $20,000 for the municipal library.
However, Jamieson said the city “appreciates every nickel, dime, and penny.”
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