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Construction underway on tribal gas station
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Construction of a new Chumash gas station and car wash at Highway 246 and Edison Street in Santa Ynez is expected to be completed in June, tribal officials said this week.
[image: 022713 Chumash Station 01]Meant to replace the tribe’s gas station across the street, the Chumash Service Station will feature 10 gas pumps under a 3,900-square-foot canopy, a 2,500-square-foot convenience store, RV accessibility, 8,000 square feet of landscaping, and a 940-square-foot, touch-free, high-pressure car wash, according to the tribe. 
The design includes LED lighting in the canopy, low-flow toilets and six skylights in the convenience store, as well as recycled water in the car wash. Work began in late 2012 and completion is expected in June. Once it opens, the other gas station will close, the tribe said.
The station, which will sell Exxon/Mobil fuel, fills a need for a Highway 246 gas station near Highway 154, said Carol Clearwater, chief financial officer for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
“We really noticed a need for a large gas station whenever gas became scarce and prices went up,” Clearwater said in a written statement. “Since most of our players have to drive quite a distance to come visit us, the availability of gas is critical.”
The 1.14-acre site on the southeast corner of the intersection is diagonally across the highway from the gas station the tribe bought in 2006. The new gas station is also along the Edison Street driveway into the tribe’s casino resort, but not on reservation property. The project was appealed but ultimately approved through the Santa Barbara County planning and development process.
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